
President’s Message 

I hope you all had a wonderful summer. I’m sure that 
you are all busy planning for your upcoming year. In our 

last issue I mentioned the WRJ 
Leadership Conference. Out of 
the 140 participants, the 
Southeast District was 
represented well by almost 20 
women in Tyson’s Corner, 
Virginia. Hopefully, when 
those of you who attended 
returned to your Sisterhoods, 
you were energized, 
enthusiastic, inspired, and 
brought back lots of new ideas 

to implement. The Leadership Conference will now take 
place every two years, in the off years of the WRJ 
Assembly, so there will not be a Leadership Conference 
in March 2008. However, there will be a District Interim 
Conference in the spring in Atlanta. Details will be 
coming soon. 
 
By now all of you should have received information by 
e-mail or by snail mail , for registering for the upcoming 
WRJ 46th Assembly in San Diego, Cali fornia, on 
December 12-16. Early Bird registration is now open and 
will close on October 19, at which time regular 
registration costs kick in. Please be sure to register early 
so you can take advantage of the savings. The direct link 
is www.WomenofReformJudaism.org/assembly07 for 
information and online registration from WRJ.  
 
Whether going to an assembly for your first time or your 
seventh, the experience for this one will be especially 
amazing because of the launch of The Torah, A Women’s 
Commentary. The special speakers and scholars, 
fabulous workshops, Shabbat study sessions and 
celebrating Shabbat with 4000-5000 other Reform Jews 
is an experience to behold. You will come away with a 
renewed spirit for all that you do for Sisterhood. You and 
your upcoming leaders owe it to yourselves and your 
Sisterhoods to be in attendance. While at the Assembly, 
we will get together as a District, on Wednesday, for a 
special dinner. All of this is in the registration materials. 
I look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
In May, at the WRJ Board meeting, we were asked to try 
to have at least one Circle of Service Event this coming 

year. I’m asking each of you to plan one for your 
sisterhood. If you are asking, “What is a Circle of 
Service Event?” , please contact Blair Marks at 
marksb@bellsouth.net. She will be more than happy to 
explain. And of course, you can always go online to the 
WRJ website: www.womenofreformjudaism.org/. You 
will be able to find what you need there, as well .  
 
The first Area Day was a huge success. Thank you to 
Marty Jackson and the KKBE’s Charleston ladies for 
coordinating the event for the more than 40 sisterhood 
women who were in attendance from all over South 
Carolina. Blair Marks, with assistance from Jo 
Thompson, did a wonderful job with the meeting. Thank 
you for insuring that the women who attended got just 
the experience they needed. I was told that the food was 
wonderful and that KKBE carried off the affair with the 
usual Charleston charm. What a wonderful prelude to the 
upcoming 2008 District Biennial! 
 
Orlando has scheduled their Area Day for January 2008. 
If you are in the Area, look for more information later. 
 
Remember, ladies, an Area Day is most important to 
those who aren’ t always able to experience a full blown 
District or WRJ conference. And it is for those who love 
meeting with other women and learning from each other 
and learning what WRJ and the District have to offer. If 
you are looking to help develop leaders, attending an 
Area Day is a great tool! If you would like to host an 
Area Day in your Sisterhood, please contact me, via  
e-mail, soon! My address is wadam412@aol.com. 
 
I know that included in all of your Budgets is a 
Leadership Development line. Ladies … you just must 
use it! 
 
On a personal note, as planned, in June I went, with my 
younger son, Corey, to visit Bryan in Israel. Bryan is 
very happy with his position within the IDF. We had a 
wonderful time together. And, he will be home on leave 
for the High Holidays!! I am so excited!!  
 
From my family to yours, I wish you a wonderful 5768. 
May it bring you health, happiness and peace.  
L’Shana Tova! 
 
Wendy Adamson, President 
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What is the YES Fund you may ask? The YES Fund is able to 
achieve what no one individual, one sisterhood, or even a 
group of local sisterhoods could do. It is a collaborative effort 
of YOU, our sisterhoods, to strengthen congregations and 
provide financial assistance for our rabbinical and cantorial 
students, our youth, and organizations throughout the 
Reform/Progressive Jewish Movement. 
 
The YES Fund supports many projects, including the Union 
for Reform Judaism (URJ) Youth Department, the Religious 
Action Center of Reform Judaism, Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion, World Union for Progressive 
Judaism, and Special Services to Local Sisterhoods. 
 
Our Rabbi at Congregation Ahavath Chesed in Jacksonville 
has said many times that without the support of the women of 
sisterhood he would not be standing on the pulpit today. What 
a wonderful thing for him to say, and we kvell each time. 
 
How can you help make a difference? Here are a few ideas: 
 
1. Make cash donations 
2. Go to www.womenofreformjudaism.org and click on the 
link to YES Fund to purchase YES fund items.  
3. Buy YES Fund e-cards. Send messages of congratulations, 
thank you, get well , etc. with WRJ’s Uniongrams or another 
YES Fund card. It is so easy and at $2.50 - what could be bad? 
4. Sponsor a Uniongram Recipe Luncheon to which all 
members bring recipes written on Uniongrams. 
5. Publish a list of upcoming bar and bat mitzvot, birthdays, 
and anniversaries in your temple bulletin along with the name 
and phone number of your Uniongram chairwomen. Suggest 
donations of $1 to $2 for each name they would like to honor. 
  6. Perform the play The Last Rabbi which tells the story of 
what would happen if WRJ funding for rabbinic education 
ceased and there was only one rabbi (a woman) left in the 
world. Download a copy of this play at the WRJ website. 
 
Your sisterhood can become a member of the YES Fund 
Honor Roll . Sisterhoods earn honors for their total annual 
contributions to the YES Fund each fiscal year (July 1 through 
June 30) in the following categories: 
 

·  Roll of Chai Honor — $18 or more per member 
·  Roll of Special Merit — $10.00 or more per member 
·  Roll of Honor — $5.00 or more per member 
 
You can support these and other important projects by 
contributing to the YES Fund, to the Annual Circle of Service 
Campaign, or to the Lifeline Endowment Fund. Information 
for all of these can be found on the WRJ website. 
 
 If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to 
contact me at mindygrinnan@yahoo.com. 
 
 Mindy Grinnan, Chair, YES Fund 

I hope that this finds everyone well . I am working with Bobby 
Harris, Camp Coleman Director, and Jay Gellman, 
Chairperson of the Camp Coleman Committee, to begin the 
tremendous task of putting together a list of Camp Coleman 
and SEFTY Alumni and we really need your help. 
 
Camp Coleman and the former SEFTY region have some 
exciting plans to grow and develop our outreach to former 
Camp Coleman Alumni and SEFTYites.  
 
I recently had the opportunity to spend some time with Jay 
and with Bobby and they are excited about reaching out to 
alumni and sharing their future plans with each of you. Not 
only is Camp Coleman thriving, but Camp Jenny (named after 
Jenny Rosenthal) has taken on a li fe of its own. I am very 
proud of their accomplishments and want to share this with 
each of you. 
 
We would be grateful if you could help us in several ways: 
 
We need names, phone numbers, addresses and emails of any 
and all SEFTY and Camp Coleman Alumni. Please forward 
to me any and all l ists that you have (send it to us even if you 
only have a name). Many of you are in contact with each 
other but Camp Coleman has no way to share and include you 
in its future plans. We want that to change! 
 
Please forward this email to people that you are still in contact 
with from both SEFTY and Camp Coleman. 
 
We really need your help to make this work. I know that we 
have all been impacted in one way or another by Camp 
Coleman and/or SEFTY. This exercise will help us to build an 
alumni database that we will have for decades to come. 
 
Thanks again for helping to make this happen. I look forward 
to hearing from each of you! Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
 
Fred J. Menachem, Camp Coleman Alumni 
derfmenachem@gmail .com 
305-781-0728 

The YES Fund Calling all Camp Coleman Alums 

 
WRJ 46th Assembly Early Bird Registration 
 
Get ready for the WRJ 46th Assembly in San Diego, 
California, on December 12-16. Register now before 
October 19 and take advantage of Early Bird savings.  
 
Online registration is available here: 
www.WomenofReformJudaism.org/assembly07  
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Char leston Area Day 
 
More than 44 women gathered in 
Charleston at Kahal Kadosh Beth 
Elohim for a WRJ Area Day 
representing Sisterhoods from 
Columbia, Greenvill e, Hilton Head, 
Savannah and Augusta. Led by 
WRJ Southeast First VP Blair 
Marks, the group sang, laughed, ate, 
learned, and shared.  
 
Joining the WRJ affili ated 
Sisterhoods were 11 women from 
Temple Shalom of Myrtle Beach. 
Their congregation has recently 
begun the application process for 
URJ affili ation. The congregation 
has only 48 member units and 22 
Sisterhood members. They are an 
amazing group of women who are 
looking forward to sharing the 
benefits of WRJ affili ation. 

A Sisterhood YES FUND Endeavor of Prayer  

WRJ Board Meeting, NY 
 
Paula Zielonka sent us these nice photos of members of 
the Southeast District attending the May meeting of the 
WRJ Board in New York. 

 Photos around the District 
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Congregation B’nai Israel,  
Boca Raton, FL 
 
We have been aggressively recruiting our 
pre-school moms to get involved in 
Sisterhood. We now have five on our 
board.  
 
I thought it worth mentioning that we have 
begun getting the next generation involved 
and one of the ways was to form a new 
committee called the Young Women’s 
Division. They love the new logo.  We have 
three chairs, all board members, and they 
have activities planned. Some of the 
activities we have always had. The younger 
women are just taking ownership of them 
and plan on getting younger moms 
involved. Wish us luck!!   
 
I wrote the following blurb for the pre-
school newsletter and the Temple brochure. 
 
“Sisterhood has a new face, name, 
committee and logo. WRJ or Women of 
Reform Judaism is the new name. The 
Young Women’s Division is the new 
committee chaired by Lauren Leslie, 
Lauren Merrill and Melanie Simon. Many 
of your friends are the new faces. Keep 
your eyes out for news and activities. 
Please join WRJ/Sisterhood for a fun  
fill ed calendar.”  
 
 Katherine Fleishman, President 

 Stories from our Sisterhoods 

Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim  
Char leston, SC 
 
Weaving a Tapestry of Life with Sisterhood 
 
Our KKBE Sisterhood is off to a great start 
for our new year. New members are joining 
and more than 80% of last year’s 
membership has renewed their commitment 
to Sisterhood. 
 
We are looking forward to an exciting year, 
beginning with our Paid Membership 
Evening on August 29. Our new Co-VPs of 
Programming, Naomi Gorstein & Bonnie 
Friedman, have an exciting evening 
planned, focusing on “Achieving 
Emotional, Spiritual and Physical Balance.” 
Some plans for the year include Moroccan 
and Indian cooking classes, beading classes, 
and a tea tasting. We are particularly 
looking forward to Brisket & Brew with 
Chopped Liver Too – our brisket and 
chopped liver cook off . 
 
Also on the horizon is our February Retreat. 
This year, our guest scholar will be Priscill a 
Levasseur. Priscill a is a Ph.D. candidate at 
the University of Tennessee in Psychology. 
She is writing her dissertation on Jewish 
Mystics in Modern Times focusing on the 
balance between the mystical side of li fe 
and the everyday. 
 
We are continuing our successful Havdalah 
& Drinks program. About 40 congregants 
attended the July evening and several have 
offered to serve as host homes. 
 
Our annual Bazaar will be held on 
November 11 and will feature a Salute to 
Veterans. This is one of only two 
fundraisers that our Sisterhood currently 
holds. More than 100 people actively join 
in the effort as volunteers. 
 
We will again host the One Day Café. Held 
on December 25, this event was patronized 
by more than 80 visitors who needed a 
place to eat on this day when restaurants are 
typically closed. The food for this event 
parallels that served at the Bazaar enabling 
us to prepare and freeze ahead. 
 

Congregation of B'nai Israel,  
Atlanta, GA 
 
The Sisterhood of Congregation of B'nai 
Israel on the south side of Atlanta is going 
strong. We have almost a 50% 
congregation membership out of a total of 
127 congregants. Our activities are diverse 
with an enjoyable and amiable group of 
women of all ages. We hope that you will 
come up and visit us sometime, y’all .  
 
 Phylli s Goodman, President 

Temple of Israel Sisterhood, 
Greenvill e, SC 
 
We are looking forward to an 
interesting year. Thus far we have an 
opening meeting planned at our local 
Talbot's, where we will schmooze, 
shop and nosh. Should be a lot of fun 
as we help each other pick out a 
schmatte or two.  
 
September will be a busy month for 
us as we sponsor the Erev Rosh 
Hashanah Oneg and organize the 
Break-the-Fast for our congregation, 
which we've done for many years 
now.  
 
In October we will be hosting a 
reception at the Greenvill e County 
library, which is sponsoring a Jewish 
Literature series, a scholar-led 
program — the scholar being our own 
Dr. Melinda Menzer, a Furman 
English professor. A special 
Sisterhood program is also being 
planned in October for Breast Cancer 
Awareness month. So it looks like we 
are on our way to a good year! 
 
 Jo Stamler Thompson 

This December we will host a special 
Saturday Shabbat service honoring 
Mothers & Daughters, Sisters & 
Friends. Sisterhood members will 
plan and lead the service, participate 
in a special Kiddush luncheon and an 
interactive project. This new event 
was inspired by several of our 
younger members who wished to 
involve their daughters more in 
Sisterhood. 
 
We are excited about attending the 
WRJ Assembly in San Diego. We 
hope to see you there! 
 
Marty Jackson, President 
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Congregation Beth Am, Tampa, FL 
 
Preparing for our Chai Tea/Installation  
of the Executive Board of Sisterhood on 
June 10, I came across a speech that a 
Philosophy Professor gave years ago. It 
touched my heart. It’s called “Take Care 
of Your Rocks” . 
 
A philosophy professor stood before his 
class and had some items in front of him. 
When class began, he picked up a large 
empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to 
fill the jar with rocks. 
 
He then asked his students if the jar was 
full . They agreed that it was. So the 
professor then picked up a box of pebbles 
and poured them into the jar. He shook the 
jar lightly. The pebbles, of course, rolled 
into the open areas between the rocks. He 
then asked the students again if the jar was 
full . They agreed it was. The students 
laughed. 
 
The professor picked up a box of sand and 
poured it into the jar. Of course, the sand 
fill ed up everything else. The professor, 
said “This is your li fe. The rocks are the 
important things – your family, your 
partner, your health, and your children –  
anything that is so important to you that if 
it were lost, you would be nearly 
destroyed. The pebbles are the other things 
that matter like your job, your house, your 
car. The sand is everything else. The small 
stuff. 
 
“ If you put the sand into the jar first, there 
is no room for the pebbles or the rocks. 
The same goes for your life. If you spend 
all your energy and time on the small 
stuff, you will never have room for the 
things that are important to you. 
 
“Take care of your rocks first –  the things 
that really matter. Set your priorities. The 
rest is just sand.”  
 
Where do you put your Synagogue and 
your Sisterhood li fe? 
 
We plan to have monthly General Board 
Meetings on the first Monday of every 
month at Sweet Tomatoes, a local soup-

A Story from another Sisterhood a 

Temple Shaarei Shalom,  
Boynton Beach, FL 
 
This year, the summer fundraising 
event at Temple Shaarei Shalom in 
Boynton Beach is an original crafts 
and vendors show. The sisterhood 
women are running the show and we 
decided to have a cafe. However no 
one wanted to cook. Coincidently, 
president Sandy Schneier is married 
to brotherhood president Murray 
Schneier. With a littl e friendly 
persuasion, the men are preparing and 
serving a pancake breakfast for the 
event. (Hopefully, neither person in 
the partnership minds the other going 
to meetings, or being awakened by 
phone calls before breakfast.) 
 
In addition to the pancake breakfast 
and arts & crafts, there will be 
jewelry, collectibles, and other vendor 
booths, plus a book sale and a bake 
sale. We are expecting this event to be 
great fun and a good fundraiser. 
 
Sandy Schneier 

Stories from our Sisterhoods 

and-salad restaurant which wil l give us a 
private room to eat and meet, and 
monthly Sisterhood meetings on 
alternating Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings. The Sunday 
meeting will be a breakfast meeting with 
a 50/50 raff le. The Wednesday meetings 
will be early to encourage the mothers 
who drive their children to Religious 
School to join the rest of us for a 
wonderful Sisterhood program. 
 
One of our goals is to double our 
membership. At the Chai Tea, I had a 
basket of names of women who had been 
past members and names of women who 
had never been members. I asked each 
person who attended the tea to take a 
name, call that woman, invite her out to 
lunch or for coffee, make her their new 
best friend, and most of all , encourage 
her to join sisterhood. Offer to pick her 
up and take her to our first meeting! 
 
Our vision is to become an active, 
multigenerational sisterhood of young, 
middle-aged, and older women –  
Stronger and Greater! So far, we’re on 
the Congregation Calendar, the 
Community Calendar, we have a theme, 
“Awakening our Jewish Identity” , and 
our Program Committee has come up 
with some really great, inspiring and 
exciting programs for each month to 
delight everyone’s tastes. 
 
Our first meeting is a “Meet and Greet” 
with Rabbi and Hill ary Rosenberg, and 
includes a delicious breakfast, a 50/50 
raff le, a few ice breakers, and kibbitz for 
a while. In October, a Shabbat craft, and 
it’s a surprise! At our Paid-up 
Membership Dinner in November, the 
speaker is a person whose Jewish identity 
has been an integral part of her li fe and 
profession. In December everyone brings 
a child’s gift for Tzedakah, and we have 
a speaker from the Child Abuse Council . 
 
Barbara Moudy and Meg Ziegler,  
Co-presidents 

 

5768/2007-2008 Art Calendar 

The new calendars and cards feature 
the vibrant artwork of Cesan 
d'Ornellas Levine. Using symbols of 
the conscious and subconscious, her 
paintings are comprised of layers of 
color and texture, drawing the viewer 
in to find their own meanings.  
 
Of her "Tree of Life" series, she says: 
"Trees contain worlds of allegories to 
the meaning of life." 
 
Ordering information is available at 
www.WomenofReformJudaism.org/ 
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 Stories from our Sisterhoods a 

Congregation M ickve Israel, Savannah, GA 
 
Congregation Mickve Israel Sisterhood is feeling sad that 
summer is ending, but anticipates a busy, active fall . Starting on 
August 12, we will be baking challahs for our seniors which 
will be distributed on September 10. At the same time we will 
make High Holiday cards to distribute with the challah. We are 
also planning to bake rugelach for the Sisterhood Sweets Booth 
at Food Fest. Speaking of Food Fest, all sisterhood members 
are asked to bake for our booth. We need lots of baked goods to 
make lots of money. Each year, we run out of sweets. If you 
can help Diane Kuhr bake tasty treats for the dog lovers booth, 
please contact her at 920-7669. She will provide the recipe and 
some cookie cutters. All those dogs who attend food fest love 
these home baked cookies! Again this year we will have our 
Baubles booth, selli ng gently used jewelry, bling, and other 
adornments you can find in your closets, drawers and attic. 
Clara Levy again will chair this booth and price all it ems. 
Please contact her for further instructions at 355-5258. 
Sisterhood will participate in the Yom Kippur break fast by 
giving a substantial donation toward covering the expense of 
this meal. 
 
The last days of working on the Sisterhood quilt are 
approaching. If you can help finish this quilt , please contact 
Toby Hollenberg or Carol Greenberg. You need no experience 
or sewing abili ty. 
 
Our first general meeting will be Saturday, November 10, after 
services and lunch. We know you will all try to attend this 
important meeting. Thank you. 
 
Ann Solomon and Ruby Perlman, Co-presidents 

GOOD & WELFARE 
�
@  Condolences to Betsy and Jeff Garfield on the passing of Jeff’s mom, Rhea Garfield, on August 2. 
 
Uniongram condolences may be sent to the family at: 
670 Island Way #604 
Clearwater, Florida 33767 
 
@ Condolences to Alice Klein, the sisterhood president of Temple Beth El in Pensacola, Florida, whose father 
passed away on June 3.  
 
Uniongram condolences may be sent to the family at:: 
3980 Hidden Oak Drive  
Pensacola, Florida  32501 
 
May their memories be for a blessing. 

Temple B’nai Israel, Clearwater, FL 
 
Young and old can enjoy life together. On April 29, we had 
our final meeting of the year, a delicious catered brunch 
followed by “Kosher Karaoke.” As our members arrived 
we asked them to choose one song from a list. After lunch, 
we started playing the music, and each person got up to 
sing their song. At the beginning there were many reluctant 
people, but after we got started, everyone loosened up. The 
women were all singing and dancing and having a 
wonderful time. Everyone participated with enthusiasm. It 
was one of our more successful meetings. It shows that you 
can be a teenager or a golden ager – everybody loves to do 
karaoke.  
 
We have some excellent programs planned for this year. 
The first meeting is the paid-up membership dinner, this 
year called “Salsa in the Sukkah” . We have a catered meal 
outside in the sukkah, and always have a lot of fun. In 
October, we will have a book discussion of History of Love 
by Nicole Krause, which I will lead.  
 
I can’ t wait for the November program, called “Chocolate 
to the Max” . Each woman will bring something made with 
chocolate, along with the recipe. The tasting will be 
followed by a Pampered Chef demonstration, where the 
chef will cook for us and show off her irresistible gourmet 
kitchen gadgets. This program puts the fun into fundraiser. 
In December we’ ll have our traditional potluck Chanukah 
party and gift exchange. January will bring our second 
annual Tu B'Shevat Seder. 
 
We’re looking forward to another great year. 
 
Iris Shalit , President 
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Congregation Ahavath Chesed, Jacksonvill e, FL 
 
The women of Congregation Ahavath Chesed have been 
busy over the summer working on updating the sisterhood 
by-laws. We have been working on combining the best of 
the best and bringing these by-laws into the 21st century. 
The team of Sharyn Allen, Katie Horovitz and Mindy 
Grinnan combines a former WRJ District member, a 
current Executive Board member and a General Board 
member who has worked on many by-laws for other 
organizations. 
 
Over the summer, the VPs of Administration, 
Programming, Ways and Means, and Temple Community 
and their committee members have been meeting with our 
sisterhood president, Marilyn Ernst. The goal is to review 
responsibiliti es, brainstorm as needed, and answer 
questions designed to make the upcoming year a successful 
one. All indications point to a great year fill ed with new 
events and program ideas. 
 
Mindy Grinnan, General Board member 
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Photos around the District 

Temple Beth Orr , Coral Spr ings, FL 
 
TBO Sisterhood has a terrific fall planned, starting in 
September with an exquisite Healing Havdalah Service, 
created in love and inspired by our Uniongrams for Nancy 
project. This blessed and ongoing project has resulted in 
our co-president, Nancy Pottruck, receiving over 500 
Uniongrams with extraordinary sentiments from 
sisterhoods all across the district and nation. The beautiful 
cards and prayers have helped her immeasurably in her 
battle with ALS.  
 
October brings our Welcome Luncheon for new and 
continuing members, as well as the Bloomingdale’s charity 
fundraising partnership event. Our annual major gala 
Brunch & Boutique is in November: this year it’s a Jungle 
Junket “Shop 'til You Drop Safari” with wonderful music 
and shopping. We have scheduled a Girls Night Out for 
Entertainment program and also our Chanukah Boutique in 
December. TBO Sisterhood/WRJ is looking forward to a 
terrific year!  
 
Trudy Aaronson and Nancy Pottruck, Co-presidents 

Here are pictures of our SE District ladies at the Leadership 
Conference in Tyson’s Corner in April .  
 
The conference was enjoyable, energizing and meaningful. 

Rosanne Selfon with Marilyn Ernst, 
President of Jacksonville, on the bus  
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December 12-16, 2007  WRJ 46 Assembly San Diego, CA 

Spring, 2008  WRJ Southeast Interim, TBA 

November 6-9, 2008 WRJ Southeast District 32nd Biennial, Charleston, SC  

 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline March 30, 2008 
 
 
 

Visit us on the web at www://WRJDistr ict13.org 
 


