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President’s Message

It is hard to believe that we are in 2007. The
winter is over and spring is here! With spring
come lots of visits to those
sisterhoods who have
requested speakers from the
District. Thank you for using
the Speaker’s Bureau Form
when making your request.
And if you haven’t taken
advantage of our Speaker’s
Bureau within the last two
year cycle, please remember
to give us eight weeks to fill your request. We
love visiting our sisterhoods!

By the time you are reading this, many of us will
have already attended the WRJ Leadership
Conference. Be sure you share all that you
learned with your boards and general
membership.

We are in the planning stages of Area Days. If
you would like to host an Area Day, please e-mail
me at wadam412@aol.com with a few dates &
times. We like to do this one day on a weekend.
For information on what is involved in being a
host, just ask me. This is a wonderful service that
we started a couple of years ago for our
sisterhoods. It is especially valuable for those
sisterhoods who aren’t able to attend larger
District events. Area Days gives your Sisterhood
women just a “taste” of a District or WRJ event.

If you haven’t already done so, | strongly suggest
that you visit the new and improved WRJ website
at www.womenofreformjudaism.org. You will be
able to learn about all the activities of WRJ and
even order YES Fund materials! There is even a
service so you can send E-Uniongrams and give
your sisterhood the credit towards their YES Fund
commitment!

As you prepare your budgets for the up-coming
sisterhood year, remember to have a line item for
Leadership Development. Next fiscal year, there
will be the WRJ Assembly, December 12-16,
2007, in San Diego, CA and in the spring of 2008,
we will have our Interim Meeting, TBA. You’ll
want to send your current and up-and-coming
leadership to these events.

Remember to get your WRJ and District financial
commitments to either NY or, for the District
commitments, to our treasurer, Sherry
Schwimmer, before June 30th. And don’t forget,
it’s not too late to contact WRJ in NY, to be
included among those making donations towards
the “The Torah, A Women’s Commentary”.

On a personal note, for those of you who have
been asking about my son in Israel, Bryan is
doing very well. He finished the “boot camp”
portion of his time and is serving in the IDF. He is
working Intelligence in a combat unit in the West
Bank. Thank you for all your prayers. | hope to be
going over to see him in June.

Wendy Adamson, President

Win a Prize! Win Fame!

Ladies, we’re having a contest! WRJ-SE District
wants your ideas for designing a new district pin.

The winning entrant will receive a complimentary
registration to our district’s Interim in the spring
of 2008 for herself or her designee.

All entries must be received by Wendy no later
than May 25, no exceptions!

Email Wendy for guidelines on the pin’s design.
wadam412@aol.com
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Listen Sisters!

Outreach

Reaching Out Is the Way to Grow

When my husband, Mark, and | decided to get married
24 years ago, neither my family nor his family was
happy about it. After all, his brother is a Catholic priest.
He went to parochial schools his whole school career. |
mean, he was raised a serious Catholic! However, Mark
is a history buff and probably knew more about Judaism
than | did. What’s a nice Jewish girl doing by marrying a
Catholic boy?

Needless to say, we didn’t have a lot of support. We
couldn’t get married in the Temple and the Rabbi
certainly wouldn’t marry us. When our children were
born, the Rabbi didn’t even think it necessary to have the
Bris. We had already told him that we were planning on
raising any children that we had in the Jewish religion.

In time, Mark and my father became closer than any
father and son. Even Mom learned to love him. He came
to services with me, was very active in the Jewish
education of our boys, and was supportive in every way.
He converted on our 21st anniversary and is now
president of our temple brotherhood, God bless him.

How did this happen? Part of it was Mark. A big part of
it, however, was our Temple family making him feel
welcome. The current Rabbi goes out of his way to make
everyone in our Temple feel welcome. This goes for our
wonderful Cantor and our assistant Rabbi, as well. They
reach out to those of us who are in interfaith
relationships to make us feel part of the Temple. Our
congregation has grown tremendously because of this
attitude. This goes for sisterhood as well.

If there are members of your sisterhood who are Jews-
by-Choice or non-Jewish women, our aim at WRJ is to
make these members feel welcome, comfortable, needed
(and how!) and accepted by the Jewish Community.

If you would like help with reaching out to these women
in your Jewish Community, please contact me at
mareb50@Dbellsouth.net or by phone at 904-262-4321
(H), 904-596-2789 (W), or 904-349-1094(Cell).
Shalom!

Rebecca Pendergraft, Chair, Outreach

Older Adults/Caring Community

Hello, everyone!

This is my first time writing to our sisterhoods
about the Older Adults/Caring Community
Department. Each sisterhood has their own way of
contributing to the wellbeing of our older members,
so please send your programs, committees, results
and questions to me and we can use this column to
keep us all up to date with fresh and unique ideas.
It can also be a place to share information and
location of resources that pertain to our older
adults. We know that the U.S. population is aging,
with a larger percentage of us becoming seniors or
taking care of parents.

I know that some sisterhoods have their own caring
communities, while at my temple there is a “Caring
Committee” (Ezrat-Am) which has its own
members and chairperson. We also have a
“Seniors” (L’dor VVador) group which organizes its
own monthly lunch and program format. There are
many ways that activities can be structured to be
inclusive of all ages, and which fit with the
individual needs of each synagogue’s membership.

The URJ has a Department of Jewish Family
Concerns which has prepared a programming
pamphlet called Sacred Aging and can be
downloaded from the URJ website. This outlines a
Six part congregation based program which
addresses the needs of an aging population.
Another very comprehensive site | found is the
Association of Jewish Aging Services of North
America, at www.ajas.org. The AJAS is a resource
of over 125 organizations with Jewish sponsored
nursing homes, housing communities and outreach
programs throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Please write or attach your responses and
suggestions to me at sscwalker@bellsouth.net.

Susan Stein Chiesa, Chair,
Older Adults/Caring Community
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A Sisterhood YES FUND Endeavor of Prayer

Connecting Sister to Sister

Our sisterhood president has ALS (Amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, sometimes called Lou Gehrig’s disease). No cure
has yet been found for this debilitating and fatal condition.
Each person who is battling ALS is a study in courage ...
and then there is our Nancy.

Nancy prays every day for strength and guidance during
this difficult and challenging time. Our sisterhood is asking
everyone to connect with Nancy through their own
thoughts and prayers.

First, our sisterhood reached out to our own Temple
community and has asked our members to write and share
their thoughts and prayers through a WRJ YES fund
Uniongram. Then, our sisterhood sent one pre-addressed
Uniongram to each sisterhood president in our Southeast
District. Currently, we are in the process of mailing pre-
addressed Uniongrams to sisterhoods in many parts of the
country.

Our hope is that through your prayers, motivational
messages, and meditations, Nancy will gain comfort,
strength and perseverance to deal with the effects of ALS
and those words will continue to heal others who face
adversity on their lives. So, we will be compiling all of the
Uniongrams that Nancy receives into a “Healing Prayer
Book” for others in our congregation who face adversity in
their lives.

Many thanks to all the wonderful individuals and
sisterhoods that have already sent your consoling thoughts
and prayers to Nancy. May you be blessed with our
heartfelt gratitude for your contribution to the Women of
Reform Judaism YES fund, and the underwriting of
“Uniongrams for Nancy.” And may the love you have felt
for Nancy be returned to you one hundred fold.

Send your Uniongram to:
Nancy Pottruck

10768 NW 18th Court
Coral Springs, FL 33071
pottruck@bellsouth.net

For more information, please contact Cathy Glassman at
ccglassman@bellsouth.net; Ilayne Finkelstone at
A223@aol.com; or me, Bonni Tandet, at jeratan@aol.com.

Bonni Tandet

Greetings from Israel!

I can't believe it was 8 1/2 months ago that | wrote to you
in this column about how | was daydreaming about the
WRJJ trip to Israel. After a long overnight flight, 21 of us
arrived here tired but eager to go.

On Monday we visited one of 30 Mechinot across Israel.
Machina is a gap program between high school
graduation and army service. The one we visited in Jaffa
is supported by the Israel Movement for Progressive
Judaism (IMPJ). The teens split their time between
volunteering and study. They prepare for army service by
traveling throughout Israel . The emphasis of their
training is mental, moral, and emotional. They are all very
enthusiastic and bright. Out future is in very good hands.

We also visited Beit Daniel Synagogue and heard about
their conversion school. They work with 100 adults per
year compared to 1000 in the Orthodox community.
Maria, one of the converts, told us her very interesting
story. Both of these programs are supported by your YES
Fund contributions. In this week's Parasha, VVayakhel/
Pekude, the Lord tells Moses to tell the Israelites to bring
gifts to the Lord. They shall bring gold, silver, copper,
fine linens, yarns, animal skins, wood, oil, spices, and
precious stones. The Lord states “everyone whose heart
so moves him shall bring” gifts for the Lord. The
Israelites then bring all that they have to the artisans so
that they can build the Tabernacle. So much is brought
that Moses has to ask them to please stop bringing these
goods because they have more than enough to build the
Tabernacle and all its accoutrements.

Today we are asked to contribute to the best of our ability
to help our communities. We do not bring tangible goods.
Rather we give monetary gifts. After seeing the good that
our gifts to the YES Fund bring to the two programs
mentioned above, | know that we can never say that we
have given enough. Although these grants do so much
good for the organizations we support, there is always a
need for additional help. After visiting the Machina
program and Beit Daniel and seeing what an impact our
dollars have on them, I would encourage all of you to let
your sisterhoods know that what they give to YES Fund
does indeed have a profound impact on the grantees. |
hope that everyone’s heart moves her to give, for the
more that we give the more that WRJ can grant and the
more these grantees can do for their constituents.

Carol LeBovidge, WRJ Treasurer
(From the Listserv)
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Israel, A Women’s Journey

WRJ Trip To Israel - March 10 -20, 2007

23 women associated with Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ)
from all over the US gathered in Tel Aviv on March 11, for an
Israeli journey. ARZA (The Association of Reform Zionists in
America) representatives met us at the airport, accompanying
us on the bus to the David Intercontinental Hotel. On the bus
we learned which issues are foremost on Israeli minds:
leadership, war, and celebrating current festivals with concerts
featuring the likes of John Lennon’s son.

Our first event was a dinner at the David Intercontinental hotel
with writer Lily Galilee. Lily told us that Israel is always in a
crisis, but today is different. Now Israel is a country that is
beset by bigger wars and more dangers, but we have always
taken care of our people and always will. Monday, March 12,
we visited the Independence Hall where the Declaration of
Independence of the State of Israel was signed in 1948. We
then went on to meet participants of the Reform movement’s
Mechina Program, a year of community service before entering
the army. Later on we visited pre-schoolers who are the
recipients of the YES fund of WRJ. That evening we enjoyed
dinner of Mediterranean and Californian cuisine, featuring
guest speaker Rabbi Ayla Miron, leader of the newly founded
Reform congregation Kehilat Beit Ayen in Jerusalem.

The first stop on March 13 was Zichron Ya’acov, one of the
first communities established by early Zionist pioneers. A visit
to Carmel Winery followed with lunch at the winery. That
afternoon we toured the Aharonson House to delve into the
world of a Jewish spy ring active during WW1. My favorite
experience was the Carmel Forest Spa in Haifa, a luscious
getaway spot for Israelis and, of course, our group. | swam in
the pool, sat in the hot tub, and treated myself to a full body
massage. Food there was unbelievably delicious and healthy,
especially artichokes cooked many different ways.

On to Jerusalem on March 14, a colorful 3,000 year old city, to
experience the convergence of the old and new. We attended
the 33rd Biennial Convention of the World Union of
Progressive Judaism, where | met Jews from all over the world.
| attended several workshops, including “Prayer and
Spirituality: Different Ways to Encounter God.”

Friday evening, March 16, | participated in a Shabbat service at
the small reform Temple outside of Jerusalem, Kehilat Beit
Ayen, and was surprised to see Rabbi Ayla Miron, their Rabbi,
whom | had meet on March 12. | then joined a family of that
congregation for Shabbat dinner. The hospitality from this
family, consisting of a mother, father and two children, was
overwhelming. Saturday morning Shabbat, March 17, was held
in a huge convention hall where much of the liturgy, including
the music and singing, was very familiar to me. The coming
together of so many participants of the convention was very
inspiring. That afternoon | took a walking tour of Jerusalem and

prayed at the Western wall. There is so much antiquity in
Jerusalem amidst crumbling stone. Walking up and down many
stairs took a lot of energy. A few of the highlights were viewing
an ancient mikva, seeing the Dome of the Rock, and viewing
the Tower of David. Saturday evening’s program was a concert
with Danny Maseng, an up-and-coming Israeli singer whose
magnificent voice is equal to his magical guitar performance.

Sunday March 18 morning’s keynote address featured
American Rabbi David Saperstein, Director of the Religious
Action Center in Washington, D.C., who talked about attending
the World Union meeting with his parents in 1959. According
to Rabbi Saperstein, we can transform Jewish history.
Seminaries Geiger, Baeck and HUC will provide necessary
leadership. Social justice, the third pillar, emanates from the
prophets and our understanding of what God demands of us.
Thereafter, | attended a workshop Competing for the Jewish
Soul: There's More Than One Way to be Jewish.

The most surprising information | learned was that Germany
has an active Jewish community composed of many Jews from
the former Soviet Union. Both the German government and the
former Soviet governments encourage Jews to immigrate to
Germany where synagogues have been funded by the German
government. That afternoon | traveled by bus in Jerusalem to
see social justice in action. With so many immigrants to Israel,
domestic relationships can be complicated here, and | witnessed
two such cases.

Monday, March 19, | attended a workshop entitled Women
without Borders—Sharing Global Connections. Monday
evening, we were treated with a visit to the Israel Museum
featuring privately guided tours. A gala dinner was served, and
talks by world renowned Jewish leaders included speaker Amos
Oz, who is widely acknowledged today as one of the most
influential and highly regarded voices in Israeli social and
political circles. This was a remarkable venture. WRJ was
saluted, highlighted, and thanked over and over again for the
work that we do, the funds we provide, and the important
partnership we have with the World Union of Progressive
Judaism. As well, there was a feeling of unity and solidarity
with progressive Jews from all over the globe.

What an experience! So many accents of Jews from many
corners of the world! Since | am fluent in French, | tried to
attach myself to the French Jews as often as possible so | could
converse in French with them. Our guide on the first part of the
tour was a French Jew. She told me if | organize a group to
France, she would give us a tour of French Jewry in Paris and,
of course, other sites in Paris and beyond. | would love to do
this one day.

Judy Cohen Wilson, President
Temple Shir Shalom Gainesville, FL
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Israel, A Women’s Journey
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Rosanne's Final E-mail from Israel

Tonight is our final night in Jerusalem. We’ve had an incredible
trip with myriad experiences and opportunities. Here are some
highlights of our time here:

« This morning, Ruth from Sao Paolo, Brazil, became a bat
mitzvah. Talk about networking ... the idea of her becoming a bat
mitzvah, the first woman in her congregation to celebrate this
ceremony, germinated when some of us were in Punta del Este,
Uruguay, last fall. How amazing to witness this first for our South
American sisters; it was historic, and | felt privileged to be there.

* Professor Naomi Chazan, head of the School of Government
and Society at the Academic College of Tel Aviv Yaffo, lectured
about “Israel at a Turning Point”. She said, “Now is the time to
seize the opportunity for moving forward. Over 70% of the Israeli
public consistently polls affirmatively that a separate Palestinian
state is a Zionist imperative. And, it can only be achieved through
sitting at the negotiating table.” Professor Chazan also added,
“Until we stop ruling over another people, we will not be fully
democratic.”

* WRJ Past President Dolores Wilkenfeld led about 20 women in
a discussion titled “Women Without Borders — Sharing Global
Connections”. Perhaps WRJ will be able to create some type of
international leadership institute or some other method for
connecting progressive Jewish women worldwide. Our WRJ is a
unigue organization in progressive communities.

« At lunch, we learned about the Butterfly Project which has a
goal of coloring 1,500,000 paper butterflies. Learn more about
this in the near future on our website. The entire body of
delegates also paid special tribute to the enduring small
congregation of Mumbai, India and its two wonderful leaders
Noreen and Norman Elijah.

« At tonight’s celebratory gala, held at the Israel Museum, author
Amos Oz, a Reform Jew, was presented with the Maggid
(storyteller) Award. Minister of Tourism, Social Welfare and
Diaspora Relations Yitzak Hertzel saluted the Israeli Reform
movement for its work. A Labor Party member, Mr. Hertzel
urged us to bring our congregational trips to Israel every year.

This has been a truly remarkable trip. We, WRJ, have been
saluted, highlighted, and thanked over and over again for the
work that we do, the funds we provide, and the important
partnership we have enjoy with the World Union of Progressive
Judaism.

Please visit the website for more reports about this trip,
impressions from others who traveled on our adventure, and
photos. It’s been delightful to ‘speak’ to you all along the way.

Love, Rosanne
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Stories from our Sisterhoods

Congregation of Reform Judaism, Orlando, FL.

The women of CRJ have been busy this year with
several new programs as well as perennial favorites. In
January we held our first “night away”. Sixteen women
went to the August Seven Inn, a lovely bed and
breakfast in Daytona Beach, on Saturday afternoon,
January 27th. We had a lovely wine and cheese
reception followed by an interesting session led by
Linda Flower-Gross. Linda is a member of our
sisterhood who is completing her training with Lev
Shemaya as a spiritual director. She shared with us what
led her to pursue this program as well nd gave us the
opportunity to try some of her spiritual exercises.

We went to dinner as a group and then returned to the
B&B for Havdalah and an evening of games. We were
an eclectic group of new and old members, young and
younger! We had a great time and the buzz we
generated has insured that we will do this again ...
maybe for an entire weekend!

Tuesday, March 20th, was the night of our 5th Annual
Women’s Seder co-sponsored by our Women of CRJ
and the JFS Rosh Chodesh group. Nearly 200 women
attended the seder this year and were moved by the
sense of community and the spirit of the evening.

This year’s Haggadah had several updates including
readings reflective of 9/11, a sing-able English version

Pictured at our Seder:

Seated L-R: Bea Travitsky, Debbie
House (Bea's daughter), Randi Kaufman-
Long, Leni Puccio, Sheryl Sacharoff
Standing L-R: Judy Godorov, Julia Berger

of Miriam Hanaviah, and the singing of Al Kol Eileh as
we ate our Hillel sandwich (the bitter and the sweet).

Cathy Swerdlow, President

Temple Bat Yam, Fort Lauderdale, FL.

Through the efforts of sisterhood, a liaison between
sisterhood and the religious school was established, with
Debra Werner taking on this new role. School liaisons
included Dorrie Yontef, Lorraine Richstone and Joni
Bingham, who also helped organize a Sukkot lunch, the
Tu B’Shevat Seder, the Purim Carnival, and model Seders
for Passover.

Our paid-up Membership Brunch in early December was
all about “Balance.” Liz Sterling of Balance Magazine,
our guest speaker, told us how to achieve balance in our
busy lives. A delicious brunch was prepared by sisterhood
members, and booths featuring crafts of all kinds helped
create a wonderful afternoon of camaraderie.

Several general meetings featured interesting discussion
topics. Naomi Terk spoke about growing up as a Jew in
China. A member, Gyda Munin, is originally from
Denmark, and she shared her memories of Denmark’s role
in helping Jews escape the horrors of the Holocaust. At
another program, each woman present shared a short
summary of a book or books that she had particularly
enjoyed. We came away with some new titles to add to
our “to be read” lists.

Sisterhood also hosted a Tu B’Shevat Seder for the temple
community after Shabbat morning services. This was a
first experience for many — to taste fruits and drink wine
and juices in a Seder-style format, heightening our
awareness of Judaism’s close relationship with nature, and
our responsibility to take care of the environment.

For the second year, we sponsored “Share a Shabbat,”
which matched members as guests and hosts for Friday
night dinners in members’ homes. This was a wonderful
opportunity to share Shabbat dinner and blessings with
one another before Shabbat worship.

A county-wide hunger awareness project will be our
program for April. The “Empty Bowls Dinners” will
feature soups made by our sisterhood members. Proceeds
will go to the local Cooperative Feeding Program.

In late April we will have a sisterhood Shabbat. We wish
all of you a happy, healthy and relaxing summer.

Coni Foster
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Stories from our Sisterhoods

Congregation Beth Am, Tampa, FL

Every month we hold an evening
Book Club and gather to share a
potluck dairy dinner and lively
conversation about the “Book of the
Month”. Not all women choose to read
the book, but all are welcome for the
friendship, camaraderie, and
stimulating discussions. This
continues to be one of our popular get-
togethers.

Our annual sisterhood Shabbat was
held in January. Our guest speaker for
the evening was Golda Brunhild, the
founding president of the sisterhood of
Congregation Beth Am. We had our
own version of “Wheel of Fortune”!
What a great time we all had guessing
the words and phrases, which were all
related to sisterhood and WRJ.

At the end of February we held our
Paid-Up Membership Dinner. A group
of 30 women shared a wonderful
catered dinner at the Synagogue
followed by the program “You Don’t
Have to Be Jewish to Enjoy Passover.”
Our Oneg area was beautifully
decorated in lovely lavender with
centerpieces made by our
Programming Committee, headed by
Robin Maier, VP of Programming.
Chef Ed shared many wonderful
stories and recipes with us.

Our Itty Bitty program (Cradle Roll)
has been very well attended this year.
Parents and their young children join
together 5 times a year (Rosh
Hashanah/Yom Kippur, Chanukah,
Sukkot, Purim, and Passover) to
experience the traditions of each
holiday with stories, songs, arts and
crafts, and, of course, a snack related
to the holiday. These youngsters
shared in the Religious School
Chanukah Fair, ate in the Sukkah,
dressed up as their favorite Purim

character and played games at the
Purim Carnival, and experienced the
Model Seder for Passover.What a
wonderful way to begin their Jewish
education — L’dor vador — From
generation to generation!

Sisterhood Sales Force for Passover:
Front Row L-R, Doris Baer and Harriet
Katz;

Back Row L-R, Deb Conley, Rhoda
Kaiser, Dianne Baruch, Teresa Scher,
Marilyn Lapidus, and Joan Williams

The theme for this year’s programs
has been “Nourishing Our Mind,
Body, and Spirit!” Each program in

some way is connected to this theme.

We always nourish our bodies with
food, nourish our minds with
stimulating conversations and
discussions, and nourish our spirit
with the camaraderie of our sisters in
sisterhood.

Dianne Baruch, President

Temple Sinai, Sarasota, FL

Temple B’Nai Sholom,
Huntsville, AL

On March 27th, 80 women of various
religious affiliations gathered for our
second annual Women’s Tasting
Interfaith Seder. Suzanne Druckman,
our religious school principal, led a
great service. Everyone enjoyed
tasting traditional Passover foods.

We all are looking forward to trying
something new this year. After 25
years of having our Corned Beef
Luncheon, we have decided to try a
different fund raiser. This year on
May 6th we will have a “Night with
the Chefs”. We all will go to three
different homes where a chef will do a
sampling of three different entrees.
We then will all meet back at one
home for dessert.

Our Judaica shop is doing very well
this year. We have brought in some
interesting new items. This should be
a profitable year.

Our year is almost over. | have
enjoyed being our sisterhood co-
president for the past three years. | am
looking forward to passing the torch to
someone new.

Joni Hankin, Co-President

Women of Sinai hosted a very successful 5th annual “Mah Jongg Madness
and More!” event on Thursday, March 22, 2007. This event has grown from
50 participants the first year to over 175 this year! Participants were invited
to reserve a place for themselves or for their group at a charge of $18 per
person. Our sisterhood did the rest, providing the venue, a wonderful lunch
and door prizes. The proceeds from this wonderful event are used to pay the
sisterhood’s Capital Campaign pledge for our new Temple.

Etta Raiken, President
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Stories from our Sisterhoods

Temple Beth Orr, Coral Springs, FL

Our sisterhood remains very strong. Our membership
number is up from last year with over 23% paying dues at
levels higher than basic. We just completed a successful
Trivia Night (jointly held with brotherhood and temple
membership committee) where over 200 people attended.

We have had Lilith Magazine parlor meetings, two
membership brunches, a book review, and a movie night.
Our annual fund raising efforts allowed us to gift $10,000
once again to our Temple as well as make a generous
commitment towards our Capital Campaign.

Our “Uniongrams for Nancy” project is continuing.
Mailings have gone to our entire Southeast District, 200
congregations nationwide, youth groups, CCAR, etc. |
have received almost 300 Uniongrams and my spirit is
strengthened by the thoughts and prayers sent. Yes,
despite terrible personal challenges our sisters have come
together for a successful year.

Nancy Pottruck, Co-President

On a personal note, | wish to thank everyone who has
participated in TBO sisterhood’s *““Uniongrams for
Nancy” project. This healing project was begun in an
effort to help keep my spirits high as I battles ALS. | read
and cherish each note | receive and draw courage and
inspiration from the caring and uniqueness of every card.
Bless you all for helping make this such a success. For
more information contact: llayne Finkelstone
A223@aol.com; phone 954-346-0672.

Blue Book Updates and Corrections

%X Sheila Holtzman
E-mail: greniblond@aol.com

X Miriam Ross

4630 Pine Ridge Road, Naples, FL 34119
Email: miriamsross@yahoo.com

Phone: 404-246-4910

XX Fran Smith
Email: fransmith42@sprintpcs.com
Phone: 360-914-0712 (replaces 954-520-3068

Shaarei Shalom, Boynton Beach, FL.

Project Linus: providing security through blankets.
“A Linus blanket is like a hug when it is needed most”

Our sisternood members are cooperating with a national
organization named for the comic strip character who
lovingly totes his security blanket. Participants knit, sew,
and crochet blankets for children in peril such as those in
foster care or hospitals. Once distributed, the new owner
keeps his “blankie.” Instructions are distributed by the
organization along with a tag saying “Made with tender
loving care for Project Linus.” In Temple News & Views
we ask for donations of yarn and needles. Most people
use their own supplies. Mrs. Margo Similes, a homebound
sisterhood member, is our leading blanketeer. She
crochets one every two weeks.

The nicest bonus in this project is doing something
special for a needy child. For more information, contact
projectlinus@adelphia.net.

Sandy Schneier, President

Temple Emanuel, Sarasota, FL

Temple Emanuel sisterhood has been very busy. We have
had several activities with our brotherhood, including a
lox box and a Breakfast & Speaker program. We also
helped the Youth Group with their Purim Carnival, and
participated in a city wide synagogue tea and fashion
show in which we had the most models! We just
concluded our annual Honors Luncheon which was most
successful and productive. We have already assisted two
students with camp scholarships . We have a luncheon
and speaker planned in April and we conclude the year
with a sisterhood Shabbat on May11. We are already
planning for next year.

Susie Balkin, President
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Stories from our Sisterhoods
Temple Beth-El, Pensacola, FL.

Our newly formed Mitzvah/Caring committee was
conceived to aid any of our members in need of a “helping
hand”, including a ride to the doctor, meals after hospital
homecoming, welcome gift for new baby, new member, or
new home “mazel tov”, touch base phone calls to elderly
members, etc. Funded through donations, this idea has
worked to bring our congregation so much closer together
as a family. Every one needs to know that they matter —
and that we care !

Our newly formed book club meets every other month at
someone’s home. We reviewed The Red Tent by Diamant,
and The Jew Store by Suberman. A night group is next to
be formed, as well as a Lilith Salon. The Lilith magazine is
Jewish, feminist, and chock full of enticing articles. We
will meet bimonthly between book club sessions. There is
something for everyone, and it is a good way to make new
friends!

Every month our College Campus Committee puts together
a package or a card pertaining to a Jewish holiday to send
to our college students away from home. The Passover
package contained a box of chocolate covered matzos;
Purim packed Hamentashen; and every month these
students receive a Temple bulletin. At holiday time our
plans are to host a college youth party and get-together.

We have instituted an Israel Chair as WRJ requested. An
Israeli movie The Syrian Bride was viewed by a well
receiving audience, complete with cokes, candy, and
popcorn, and a discussion afterward. Our chair has initiated
a bonding with a newly forming reform congregation in
Israel. Several of our Temple members are touring Israel
this summer, and we are looking forward to meeting them
then. They, and we, have many questions to pose to each
other, and new friendships will be formed.

Family Nite has become a much to be enjoyed affair. The
religious school classes are responsible for participating in
the service once a month, and afterwards a Shabbat dinner
is shared in the social hall. The tables are set just like
Friday night dinner at home with tablecloth, candles, wine,
and challah. Kiddush is sung and Motzi is offered together.
Parents provide side dishes and desserts, while sisterhood
provides the fried chicken (we know it isn’t good for you
but it sure draws a crowd!).

Shirley Kraselsky, and Sydney McAbee, Co-Presidents

The Lilith Salon Program
A fabulous new program for your sisterhood

Have you checked your mail at the Temple office? WRJ
recently sent information about a fabulous program we
hope you and your members will enjoy: WRJ Lilith
Salon.

After our annual Board meeting last May, many WRJ
Board members piloted this program using Lilith
Magazine, an edgy, frank, and feminist periodical, in
their local sisterhoods. What fantastic responses and
experiences we’ve had! The program is so easy to
initiate and resonated with women of all ages and
backgrounds. In fact, many of us shared that our Lilith
Salon attracted women we’ve never really seen before.

I’m the Lilith Salon Chairman for my sisterhood (see,
we’re all really local in addition to being WRJ
activists!). | asked three other women to host a salon at
home with dates that worked with both the temple and
sisterhood calendars, | duplicated WRJ’s terrific
materials, and | wrote a cover letter. Women actually
responded with checks and an application — by the date
listed in the letter! My salon has 24 members. Others
have had as many as 50 women sign up, and then broke
down the full group into smaller, more intimate
groupings. We’ve all had fabulous discussions and met
new women we didn’t know previously.

Lilith is fun to read,; it’s so different from living here in
Lancaster or my typical magazines (think Redbook,
People, Good Housekeeping)! Many salon participants
have commented that they could read an article, but not
a book — the brevity really appealed. Some of the
articles (WRJ gives you conversation-starting questions
for a few articles) have prompted incredible discussions
about things we would never otherwise discuss.

So, ladies, open that envelope and get started with your
Lilith Salon. It's a ready-made program that's sure to be
a grand success for your sisterhood. This program is
presented to you compliments of WRJ and is a benefit
of your sisterhood’s affiliation with WRJ. Have fun
having great conversations and building community.

Warmly, Rosanne Selfon
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Listen Sisters!

Stories from our Sisterhoods

Congregation Ahavath Chesed, Jacksonville, FL

The New Year started with a bang, with the incredible
edible food for the Break the Fast and the children
enjoying the Tashlich service at the park with our singing
and dancing Cantor and Rabbis.

The year continued with a wonderful paid-up membership
program on the history of Jacksonville. The moderator
from the Jacksonville Historical Society talked in
character and wore costumes for each of the women she
depicted. For each character she changed costume by
removing a layer of clothing, changing hats, and adding
jewelry. The whole program had us spellbound (as well as
trying to figure out how she could have had that many
clothes on!). It was interesting to hear about the women
who came before us, who campaigned for suffrage for
Florida women, began the shops we have come to love,
and performed charitable works.

Sisterhood is actively working on preparing for our
upcoming Spirituality retreat President’s day weekend in
St. Simons Island, Georgia. Co-chairs Laurie Simmons
and Marla Dahlenburg are planning to make this a
weekend to remember. Some women from the Ormond
Beach Sisterhood are planning to attend again, having
sent letters about the great time they had at last year’s
retreat. The weekend always proves to be memorable and
we are all looking forward to it! We would love to invite
one and all for the retreat and if you are interested in the
details, please contact Marla at mrd7040@bellsouth.net
so she can tell you more about it.

Mindy Grinnan

Temple Shalom Sisterhood, Naples, FL

The sisterhood of Temple Shalom has had very busy fall.
Our major fund-raiser “Sunset at Le Parc” included a tour of
a penthouse suite overlooking the gulf, a concert from
members of the Naples Philharmonic, and a martini bar. We
raised $6,000 that will be donated to the Abraham
Shusterman Religious School. It was a wonderful evening
and everyone who attended really enjoyed the event.

This January we decided to hold two events in honor of our
new members. One will be a “chocolate fondue” event on a
Sunday and the other a brunch held at a country club the
following Tuesday. This year we are putting forth a major
effort to reach the members who are not able to attend lunch
programs. We held a phone event in November where we
contacted temple members who had not joined sisterhood
and asked them why. We found that many potential
members needed evening/weekend events. The other
discovery was that some people were more than willing to
join; they just had not been personally invited.

We are planning a joint venture with Hadassah next month.
We will be taking a bus over to the east coast to visit the
Jewish Museum of Florida and take a guided tour of the Art
Deco Historical District.

As the rest of our season unfolds, our calendar will include a
sunset cruise, a visit to the Naples Holocaust Museum, and a
women’s Passover Seder.

I look forward to working with our board and committees to
make this year’s programming interesting for all of our
membership.

Miriam Ross

20321 Mid Court
Lutz, FL 33558

hear from her friends. Get better quickly, Gail!

Uniongrams may be sent to her home:
4205 Burning Tree Lane

Jacksonville, FL 32223

Phone: 904-268-3590

GOOD & WELFARE

XX With sorrow | inform you that Madelyn Davidson's father, Maxwell Lenhoff, passed away peacefully on
March 30 after a 4 month illness. A memorial service was held on at Congregation Beth Am in Tampa, FL.

Uniongram condolences may be sent to the Davidson Family at:

X Gail Jarrett was in the hospital, recovering from back surgery. She is doing very well and she would love to
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Stories from our Sisterhoods

Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim, Charleston, SC

Charleston held their retreat on a recent weekend in February. |
must say that | do not remember a retreat that was more fulfilling,
spiritually rewarding, creative, or spontaneous, all thanks to our
leader, Marge Eiseman, from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. A teacher,
songwriter, mother, and inspiring speaker, Marge has written
numerous articles for Reform Judaism, Moment, and the Wisconsin
Jewish Chronicles. She previously co-published Jewish Heartland
magazine. Marge was named Milwaukee’s Jewish Educator of the
Year and co-chairs the CAJE Music Network. One of Marge’s
areas of expertise is the development and maintenance of Rosh
Chodesh groups. Her own has been meeting continuously for more
than 15 years.

Our Retreat began on Saturday at 9:30 with a light lox and bagel
breakfast. Almost 30 women attended. We moved to the Chapel
for a worship service. This amazingly creative service followed the
order (or siddur) of a traditional service, but did not use a
prayerbook or written document. We laughed, we cried, and we
sang joyously! When it came time to read from the Torah, instead
of walking the scroll through the congregation Marge elected to
pass the Torah. It is so powerfully overwhelming to witness
women who have never held the Torah do so for the first time
within the safety of a group of women. Recovering from the
service with a delicious lunch, we gathered to talk about women’s
groups, Rosh Chodesh, connections, and continuity.

The day before the Retreat, Marge was our guest speaker for our
Matriarch’s Luncheon. The luncheon honored women who give to
sisterhood at our two highest levels ($118 and $72). It was held at
a beautiful, historic home with gourmet food prepared by two of
our foodie members. Of the 25 women eligible to attend, 18
participated. Marge focused her discussion on women as leaders,
as matriarchs of their home, their family, their synagogue. We
even shared in a creative expression project. Many of the invitees
initially indicated that they did not need to be honored for giving
extra to sisterhood. At the end, each indicated that they hoped the
opportunity to attend the luncheon next year would inspire more
women to give. The attendees were enthusiastic. We already have
another beautiful home volunteered for our use next year.

Marge also served as the Scholar in Residence for the
congregation on this weekend. During the Friday service she spoke
about changes in Jewish music. On Saturday evening at a
Havdalah cocktail party, Marge discussed the presence of Elijah
throughout the literature (beyond his role in the Seder). Sunday
found her with her ukulele and some friends from the congregation
teaching our children.

We have never coordinated our retreat with the Temple’s Scholar
before. | must say that we received rave reviews from all quarters.
I cannot recommend Marge more highly.

Marty Jackson, Sisterhood President

Shabbat Zachor — Remember

March 2, 2007 - 12 Adar 5767

This Shabbat is one of five with a special designation. This
Shabbat is Shabbat Zachor.

Shabbat Zachor fulfills the biblical command to remember
(zachor) all those who have tried to wipe out our people,
especially Amalek who attacked the Israelites fleeing Egypt.
This year, Shabbat Zachor closed as Purim began on Saturday
night when The Scroll of Esther (Megillat Esther) was read.

In the Haftorah for this Shabbat, from Esther, we are told that
Haman (boo, hiss) is a descendent of the evil Amalek. With
groggers and costumes, songs and merrymaking, we will mock
Haman while recalling that in this same land, in our time, there
are once again those who would destroy the Jewish people.
Zachor. Remember.

Let us also remember the heroine of this story, Esther. Not
born of royalty, she was selected for this position because of
her beauty. Yet, it is not Esther’s looks that account for her
being remembered; it is her inner strength and willingness to
take risks. As Queen Esther, she could have remained silent
and continued to hide her Jewish roots. Yet, with careful
planning, she chose the right moment to speak out to protect
the Jews of Persia from a planned slaughter.

Do you know any heroines today? Our sisterhood world holds
many who deserve to be regarded as heroines. One group of
heroines is the first group of women rabbis. WRJ (then NFTS)
had an influential hand in the admittance of women to Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. In the years that
followed, the affiliated women of the Reform movement
continued to work for the interviewing of women rabbis, the
hiring of women rabbis, equal pay for women rabbis. None of
this came about on its own.

Another group worthy of being called heroines are those who
labored, studied, lobbied, wrote, and raised the funds for the
Women’s Torah Commentary project. When we at last hold
this book in our hands during the WRJ Assembly and the URJ
Biennial the fall, we will be holding a major contribution to the
Jewish world of the 21st century. This will be a heroic
accomplishment and will be known as having come from WRJ!

The word “Heroines” is not even large enough for those who
developed the Sisterhood concept. Congregations should each
have a “Heroines Day” in honor of the women who toiled
namelessly behind the scenes, enabling the individual
congregations to develop, grow, and prosper through the years!

Yes, we have heroines among us today. We just have to know
where to look for them. Zachor. Remember. May the light of
the Shabbat candles brighten all our lives.

Warm Shabbat Greetings, Judy Rosenkranz, Past President




Next Newsletter Deadline March 30, 2007

May 16-18, 2007 District President Council, Kutz Camp, NY

May19-21, 2007 WRJ Board of Directors Meeting, New York

June 2-3, 2007 WRJ SE District Executive Board Meeting, Tampa, FL
December 12-16, 2007  WRJ 46 Assembly San Diego, CA

Spring, 2008 WRJ Southeast Interim, TBA

November 6-9, 2008 WRJ Southeast District 32nd Biennial, Charleston, SC

Visit us on the web at www://WRJDistrict13.org
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