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President’s Message

The following is excepted from the President’ s Installation
Sreedt at the WRJ Southeast District Biennial, Boca Raton,
Florida onOctober 28, 2006. The mmplete text is available onthe
District website.

Thank you, Barbara, and thank
you, Rosanne, for being here to
make this weekend so spedal and a
big thank you, Andreg and your
wonderful sisterhoodfor all your
hard work bringing usto Boca
Many people aeresponsible for
my standing here tonight and |
want to thank just a few of them,
including my mother, Phyllis
Shapad, Rachel Ward, my mentor
and friend, of blessed memory,
Anita Rosenberg, Natali e Pritikin, Susan Stahlman Bass
Ilayne Finklestone, Jo Stamler-Thompson, and Barbara
Shub. Every one of them has played and continuesto play
such an important role in my life. Thanksto my sons, Bryan
and Corey, who used to say, “Mom, if you got paid for all
the volunteer work you did, we'd berich,” and findly, to
my wonderful husband, Pat, without whose suppart | could
not have acomplished all that | have during our 30 yeas of
marriage. He's always there for me no matter what, making
it possble for meto be part of thisamazng goup o
women and more.

Tonight we céebrate the Women of Reform Judaism, as
“Together We Bring Promise” for the future. We honor our
past and the history of our sisterhoods that brought usto
where we aetoday. | need you to join mein building our
future — a future where we ae more wnneded to one
another and provide suppart and encouragement so that we
all may grow and flourish.

Over the past two yeas, under the leadership of Barbara
Shub, we have held six AreaDays, which is awonderful
beginning to bring sisterhoods and our District together.
Over the next two yeas, my plan isto increase the number
of AreaDaysto at least eight.

Now, if you are sitting here tonight, asking, “AreaDays ...
what are AreaDays?,” well, that’s my paint. AreaDays are
toolsto help you asindividual sisterhoods |ean about the
resources, programs, and services of WRJ and of the
District. AreaDays help get the word out, not just to the
two or threewomen who can attend an event like this
District Convention, but to many more involved women in
ead sisterhood AreaDays provide opportuniti es to gather

together in smaller groupsin a convenient locaion to creae
asaaed community of women joined together by a shared
mission and common values and goals.

WRJ devel ops and makes available many tools to help aur
sisterhoods increase their membership rolls. “ Sisterhood
Sunday” is a program developed as a membership campaign
for individual sisterhoods. The materials and the suggested
strategy are sent out to all affiliated sisterhoods, to usein
their drive to increase their numbers, which in turn grows
our Digtrict. The materials for Chayei Sarah are terrific and
offer just ataste of the soon-to-be published Torah: A
Women's Comnentary. These ae just two examples of the
resources avail able to you, as affili ated sisterhoods.

We can't overlook the best communication tool we have:
one-on-one mntads. Emails are aquick way to keepin
touch, ask and answer questions, send reminder messages,
and so on, but if you redly want to conned with someone,
you must doit in a more personal way. It ismore dfort, yes,
but in the end, it makes our sisterhoods better. Nothing
takes the placeof person-to-person contad. My vision for
our District isto have eah woman within our sisterhoods
fed more cwnneded: to ead other, to the District, and to
WRJ. We nedl to spea to them to share our enthusiasm
and information. We need to listen to them, to their
successes, and their chall enges. We nee to seethem at our
District and WRJ events, to surround them with the richness
of our saaed community of women.

Coming to any District or WRJ event is one of the most
important things you can do for yourselves and for your
sisterhood What you have learned this weekend and the
friendships you have made will be strengthened if you share
your experience with those back home. | urge you to spread
your enthusiasm from this weekend. Talk to all who will
listen. Ask your Rabhi if you cantell it fromthe Bimah at a
Shabbat service Ask your Congregational President to let
you give areport to your Board. Of course you will tell your
own sisterhood bard about this weekend! Let them know
just how important it is to make cnnedions with not just
your own sisterhoodwomen, but with sisterhoods in your
surrounding aress.

Not only do the District and WRJ exist to help with our
sisterhoods, temples, and communities, they help us with
our day-to-day personal lives. We ae “Stronger Together”
and “Together We Bring Promise”.

Wendy Adamson, President
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Circle of Service

The Circle of Serviceistheindividua sisterhood
member's link to aworldwide network of Reform
Jewish women who make an annual commitment to
the vital needs met by the Y outh, Educaion and
Spedal Projeds (YES) Fund. Membership in the
Circle of Service strengthens Judaism in the
community, in Israel and throughou the world
through an annual doretion o $75 o $36. Lifeline
membership - $1,000 ayablein ore, two or four
segments - contributes to a speda endowment, the
annual interest of which isused to suppat the YES
Fund.

Through their contributions, sisterhoodwomen can
be part of anever-ending Circle of Serviceto Reform
Judaism, helping to ensure the future of the Jewish

people.

Go to http://womendfreformjudaism.org/ to join
online. Click on*“Development and Spedal
Projeds’. For further information, contad me &
djames8000@hatmail .com, or contad your local
sisterhood pesident.

Diane James, Chair, Circle of Service

District dues

District dues are now due. Sisterhood p residents
have been sent the dues letter along with the
Treasurer’s worksheets. Please pass this on to
your current treasurer. Dues are $1.50 per
member. Please make checks payable to WRJ
Southeast. Send your payment with completed
worksheet to:

Sherry Schwimmer
910 Randall Dr.
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

You can contact me by phone at 843-884-0199 or
by email at ss29464@yahoo.com. Thank you.

Sherry Schwimmer,
WRJ Southeast District Treasurer

Camp Coleman

Imagine yourself atop a hill, dressed in white. There are
mourtains surrounding you. It is Immer and thereisa
gentle breeze. All of asudden you hea what sourds like
music. Wait! It certainly ismusic, the music of several
hunded children, singing! Then, through the trees you
seethem. All are dressed in white. They are foll owing the
pied pipers: the munselors and song leaders strumming
their guitars, leading thisincredible group of Jewish
children to the Hadar Ochel (Dining Hall).

Thisisthe start of Shabbat at Camp Coleman in the
glorious North Georgia mountains.

And| have been ore of the lucky parents to have worked
at and experienced what Camp Coleman hasto dffer. |
have seen firsthand what it does for our children, for their
conrections to Jewish living and Israd. It istruly an
incredible placewhere these children learn about Judaism
through what | cdl an informal, nonpressured
environment. You hea campers infuse Hebrew words
into their conversation; perhaps say they neal to go to the
Misrad (Office). It' s all done very naturally.

Aside from the usua activities (swimming, socce, white
water rafting, art, etc.), these canpers have the
oppatunity to spend quality time with yourg Isradiswho
come to work at camp as counselors, specialists, unit
heads (some for many yeas!). The bonds these canpers
have made with each other and their role modelsis
unique. As amatter of fact my daughter still kegasin
touch with her counselor from over 6 yeas ago!

I guess| am rambling on and onabout Coleman simply
becaise | loveit! The camp experience mmeswith a
hefty price tag — no heftier than any other slegpaway
camp. But | can asaure youthat it will be the best spent
money onyour child’sinformal Jewish experience a well
as a gtart to living independently from us (yes, folks, they
DO grow up!) in a cntrolled environment. Yes, there ae
scholarships available (your Temple, Federation, local
Jewish groups and agencies, and maybe even your
sisterhoad).

If youwant to contact me directly please feel to email me
at colemanmomdevr @hotmail .com

Lydia Hollander, Chair, Camp Coleman
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Michtav M’ Yerushalayim—November 7, 2006

The winter rains have started herein Jerusalem. They
came quietly, without a heralding chorus of thunder
claps or howling winds. The skiesturned grey, grew
heavier, and then with stubborn gentlenessbegan the
processof bringing fresh life to the parched ground.
May b'racha: the waters that bring blesgng.

But thereisalso fire droad in the land. For the last
several nights there have been mini-riots, blocked
intersedions and buning garbage dumpstersin the
ultra-Orthodox,anti-Zionist, MeaShearim sedion
Jerusalem. The inhabitants of MeaShearim, whaose
clothing proudy proclaims their wearers' preferencefor
18th century Eastern European Shtetls over amodern
Jewish state, are geaing upto protest the possibility of a
parade of pride for gays and lesbiansin Israd’s capital
city. The protesters have formed an aliancewith
conservative Muslim leadersin order to bock the
‘abomination,” and they probably will succeed.

Interesting how history repedsitself as anti-Zionist
Haredim ally themselves with Conservative Muslims to
fight against what is perceived to be aviolation of the
will of God—to which bah sides claim exclusive
acass It happened in 198 aswell.

Fire dso burns at the very heat of the Isradi pdlitical
establishment. The charges alleging sexua miscondict
by Isradi President Katzav may in the very near future
force the president to resign. The canpaign to replace
him is aready well underway. Shimon Peresisin the
running, though na officially and nd formally. Despite
his age, Peres still dreams of reversing his most recent
padlitical defeat (among many) when Katzav was an
upset victor over him several yeas ago. Colette Avitad,
former Coursel General in New York, ismaking a
strong run as well. No matter what the final outcome of
the court process the presidency has been diminished
and soiled by all of the charges and countercharges.

And charges and courtercharges al'so mark Israd’s
extraordinarily pulic €fort to grapple with what went
right and what went wrong with this simmer’s Second
War in Lebanon In order to restore stability to hisonce
powerful coalition, PM Olmert has reached out to
Avigdor Lieberman, head of the “Yisragl Beytenu’
(“Israd isour Home”) party, and krought him into the
cabinet. Lieberman has in the past supparted what many
would call aracist and deluded policy of transporting
Palegtinians and Isradi Arabs out of Isragl’s sovereign

territory. But he al'so embraces aplurdlistic vison d
Isradi society —though it seemsthat this pluralismis
mainly intended for Jews only.

Several days ago, David Grossman, ore of the triad of
Israd’s most widely read authors, aman o the left whose
sonwas killed in battle during the most recent war,
addressed arally of 200000 in Tel Aviv in the annual
commemoration of the assasgnation of Yitzhak Rabin.
Grosgman, emphasizing that he claims no special right to
sped out just because heisagrieving father, nevertheless
foundarich and paverful vocabulary to renew his
passionate pleafor Israd’ sleadersto pursue every
possible initiative to bring a mutually respectful and fully
seaured and just peaceto the Midd e East. But even as he
spoke, battling continues in and aroundthe Gaza Strip.

Viable solutions are not easy to discover. Resaand| find
that for the first time in decades our political perspectives
are moving in sharply different directions. One of us has
plainly ‘had it" with an Israeli government that seems
unwilling to focus on ddang whatever nealsto be doneto
ensure that the Jewish State escapes the specter of the
disappearance of the option of atwo state solution—
leaving what might quickly become an apartheid state.
The other clings to the belief that statecraft can still finda
way to bring Palestinians to the bargaining table with a
desire & long last to read a negotiated end to what has
become abitter, brutal and dehumanizing struggle. We
leaveit to youto figure out who kelieveswhat ...

Theselast few weeks in Israd have been marked by the
medings that typically foll ow the holiday season. With
the Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency, Stan
visited a Druze village right on the Lebanese border, and
learned how the suff ering of the Second War in Lebanon
was dared by all of Israd’s citizens. We dso perticipated
in seemingly endessconversations about how to renew
the World Zionist Organization. There were also some
interesting oppatunities to seewhether
Reform/Progressive Judaism ought to seek out some more
official and structured relationship with an Isragli politicd
party. Stan spent five hoursin the Knesset one day,
meding one on e with MK’s, testing the waters.

Resa and Rabbi Stanley M. Davids
resa@davidsfamily.net

Thisfascinating aticleisavailable in full on the website.
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Stories from our Sisterhoods

Our M itzvah of Thanksgiving
Hospice Savannah+—An Active Way to Give Thanks

If you are looking for a meaningful way to trand ate the
ideaof Thanksgiving into action, fed freeto borrow an
ideaused annually by Congegation Mickve Israd’s
Chapter of Women of Reform Judaism. Under the
leadership of Co-Presidents Toby Hollenberg and
Barbara Bart, the sisterhood again provided food,
volunteers, and fundsfor their sixth annual Hospice
Thanksgiving Project.
Mitzvah Corps volunteers Larry and son Shane
The members planned and exeauted a Thanksgiving Plapinger, Norman Hirsch and visitor Susan
Dinner for the staff and famili es of Hospice House Friedman all volunteered to help sisterhood
. . . . members get the work done.
patients. This special projed attracted male and female
members of Mickve Israd and their children, their
friends from other congregations, and even their
neighbars from other communiti es.

They started ou hopng for just afew volunteersto
cook some turkeys and serve some side dishesas a
luncheon kuffet for about 50 people before they went
off to spendthe day with their own families and friends.

Getting a cre groupto volunteer on a holiday seeaned
like it might be difficult, but the response was
overwhelming. People donated products or money to
purchase the groceries, people cooked during that week,

Some of the many volunteers from Sisterhood
and their friends who actually came on

and peopl e volunteered to reheat and serve on Thanksgiving Day to show appreciation by
Thanksgiving. There was even atasting party and recipe participating in a wonderful mitzvah. Co-
exchansge 9 g party P President Toby Hollenberg is third from the left.

But each yea, instead of getting easier, there seemed to
be new challenges. The work becane alittle more
difficult when Hospice underwent renovations for two
yeasand had no kitchen facility. The chore was even
more impaossble when both Hospice House and Mickve
Israd were remodeling at the sametime and there was
no commercia kitchen to use for the preparation the day
of the event. A local non-Jewish service organization,
wishing to remain anornymous, cameto the dd of the
sisterhood,and dinner for approximately 75 family
members and staff was served to the delight of all.

For information onhow you can adapt this program to
your sisterhood,contact Toby Holl enberg at
tobyjanemail @aol.com or 912233-1547.

Carol Greenberg
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A Story from another Sisterhood
Knitzvah and its Mitzvahs

A yea ago, the Women o Reform Judaism Sisterhoad of
Beth-El Congregation, Fort Worth, TX, started a knitting
groupthat meds monthly at the Temple. The secretary in
the officedubled the group “Knitzvah,” and the title
stuck. The rabbi wrote aspeda benedictionrecited at
Knitzvah medings:. “Look with favor, O God, upmn the
gifts which your children bringin humility andrewerence
We conseaate to Your haly purposes these hand-made
items. May they, in their little way, bring comfort to your
children and honor to your name. Amen.” Usually the
women make cgs for preemies. Lately, some of their
former sisterhood presidents have been gravely ill or have
had surgery. The group cecided to pay sick cdlsand give
ead patient a handknit prayer shawl. Along with the
shawl is apoem that they type on gold paper.

Below isthe article that appeaed in their Decanber, 2006
Temple Bull etin:

When a dose friend and fellow congregant is gravely il
or recovering from surgery, how can we truly convey our
concern? The women in Knitzvah — the knitting group
that meds the last Thursday evening of the month at Beth-
El — have started deli vering handmade prayer shawls
along with a poem, typed ongold paper, that expresses
their concern. To date, they have delivered five shawls.
The recipients were surprised and quite moved. They
could na get over the fact that the groupwas thinking of
them and that two members of Knitzvah took the time for
ahouwse visit. The prayer that accompanies the shawl
reas:

This healing shawl isa gft to you.

Each time we picked upthe yarn to work oniit,

We prayed to God that this shawl bea sign d God s healing
presence

We prayed that God would warm you when you are weary,

Suroundyouwhen you aein pan,

And reach out to heal you in body, mind, andspirit.

This hawl isto snuggle into when you nap,

Read agood book,

Or enjoy a cup o coffeeor tea.

We hope that the warmth of this shawl will bring you asense
of God s presence

Aswell astheloveand caring o a friend.

WRJ Sisterhood, Beth-El Congregation, Fort Worth, TX

Stories from our Sisterhoods

Temple Judea, Palm Beach Gardens, FL

We céebrated the beginning of our WRJ year with a
gourmet paid-up kreakfast on Sunday, November
20, at the Temple. Our guest speaker was Dr. Jana
K. Rasmussen, who spoke on“Non-surgicd Tips for
Fada Reuvenation’, and we dso enjoyed a Jewish
musicd program.

Memberswill be participating in the “Racefor the
Cure” in West Pam Beach in January, and we ae
hading aPot Luck Havdalah at a member’s home.

Our group hes suppated ou Y outh Educaion
Program with woman power, cash, and merchandise
dorations. Our Temple sporsored afamily aff ected
by Hurricane Katrina. We dso operate the Temple
Gift Shop,and promote Y ES Fund cards through the
website and shop.

Cheryll Rabin Plotkin, Co-President

Templelsrael, Melbourne, FL

Our littl e sisterhood d 70 women isvery alive and
adivein Melboune, Florida. At least once amonth
we hold ore function a ancther, and we have varied
programs that appeal to all ages.

Our Chanukah bazaar on Decanber 4th was a
smashing success We had so many adults aswell as
children shopgng. Our “Judaica” lady, Helen
George, has dorne awonderful job for sisterhoodin
fully servicing our templ€' s Judaicashop.

On December 30th, we will had ou annuel
“Covered Dish Menorathon”. We exped afull
house of abou 150 people with sisterhoodsuppying
turkey, brisket, and fried chicken. Sisterhood des
thisas aservicefor the temple and it is not amoney
making project.

Marilyn Feinber, President
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Stories from our Sisterhoods

Congregation of Reform Judaism, Orlando, FL

This new yea has been ore of tremendous growth and
renewal for our sisterhood.After several yeas of
dormancy, sisterhood has burst onto the scenein aur
congregation. Thisis due to the enthusiasm of a new
board comprised of many novicesto sisterhood. Our
motto is “We'll try it!”

What have wetried so far? Wdl, first wasto ASK! We
looked at our stagnant membership numbers
(approximately 80 members in acongregation of 700
family units) and decided that the first order of business
was to increase membership. We started very simply. We
asked peopleto join and they resporded! Our
membership is now just over 160and many of those are &
higher than basic dues levels.

Our first event was an evening program at a chocolate
factory. Two haurs of chocolate making (we got to take
home apound & our own creations) and champagne was
agred ice-breaker! Word of how fun this event was
spread like wil dfire through the congregation and many
asked usto repedt it in the spring!

In November we held our paid-up Membership Brunch
and were horored to have Wendy Adamson come and ke
our guest speaker. She was wonderful andthe
approximately 70 women who attended had a very
positive experience. Our annual Thanksgiving Raffle was
drawn and that fundraiser raised about $1,500.Thisisa
raffle that has been done for yea's— | guessyou could say
we mixed alittle of the old with the new!

As| write this article we ae relaxing and marveling at
our greatest accompli shment to date — the successof our
first Chanukah Bazaa. The chairperson, Dorey Wolf, had
never dore anything like this before and was very
anxious. But it turned out to be wonderful and we made
over $2,500 Not only that, but we were instrumental in
coordinating a Gift of Lifedrive for ayoung manin our
community in need of abone marrow transplant. That
screening was held onthe day of the Bazaa and over 200
people were etered into the registry.

It has been an amazing yea so far and I’ m sitting here
smiling as | write this. Thank youto all the district
officers who have been so helpful and supportive.

Cathy Swerdlow, President

Temple Shir Shalom Sisterhood, Gainesville, FL

We have had abusy fall 2006.We started dff on
September 17, with a program cdl ed “Every Woman
a Sarah Bernhardt” with fun and games and lots of
laughter. Led by our Program Chair, Estelle Aden,
we aded ou skits with many hil arious moments.
Sunday, October 22 was a garage sale & the home of
sisterhood pesident, Judy Cohen Wilson. There
were more than enough items doreted and we made
somewhat over $200. We dedded we wouldn't have
agarage sae next year becaise we didn't take
enough money in for al the work we put into it.

Our November 5 Red, White and Blue All American
Paid-up Membership event was very successul with
excdlent attendance The social hall was decorated
beautifully with ared, white, and Hue theme. The
foodwas pat luck and the entertainment was
provided by an a cgpella quartet with mainly all
American songs. December 6 was a program cdled
“Follow the Money” led by Sue Dudey, whaosetalk
would help usto uncerstand what we ae paying for
and why. Suetalked to us abou the various taxes we
pay and why. Tricia Churnick, our Treasurer,
provided cookies decorated with various money
symbals.

Our first event in 2007will be atalk by Deborah
Jervis, ahedth professona whois aso a sisterhood
member. Shewill talk abou various hedth concerns
that we dl face

Judy Cohen Wil son, President

"Women of Reform Judaism: Stronger Together."

Our mission statement says: "Women of Reform
Judaism, an affiliate of the Union for Reform Judaism,
is the collective voice and presence of women in
congregational life.

Stronger together, we support the ideals and enhance
the quality of Jewish living to ensure the future of
progressive Judaism in North America, Israel and
around the World."
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Stories from our Sisterhoods
Congregation Beth Am, Tampa. FL

Sisterhood fas been busy this year. We had a
wonderful program abou drumming, which had
everyone beaing their drums!

Our artistic ladies gpent an evening at The Bead Cafe
creaing lovely pieces of jewelry. In December our
Judaica Shop reld their annual JudaicaFair and Bake
Sale. It was wonderful to seethe grea suppat of our
Congregational community.

We aelooking forward to ou annual paid-up
Membership Dinner in January, along with our
Sisterhood Shabbat. Our evening Book Clubis vibrant
and meds monthly to hdd lively discussons about
the “Book of the Month” and to share awonderful
paotluck dairy dinner. Cafe Ssterhoodreturned with a
wonderful breakfast cooked by our own sisterhoad
chefs. Our Membership and Programming Vice
Presidents, Eileen Levine and Robin Maier, are
planning many more wonderful events for the second
half of our year.

We wish you avery Happy and Hedthy 2007

Dianne Baruch, President

TempleB'nai Israd, Clearwater. FL

Congratulationsto ou own Wendy Adamson, a
former sisterhoodpresident and currently aboard
member at TBI, on ter install ation as president of
WRJ Southesst District at the district Biennia in
Bocain October.

We ae having abusy, lively year. At our luncheon
meding on November 14th, we had a mokie
exchange where everyone brought cookies and
their redpesto share. The mokies were our dessert
for the luncheon, and the remaining cookies were
distributed to alocd agency cdled Everybody's
Tabernade which helps feed and clothe the
indigent. The resporse from the Tabernade was
overwhelming.

Additionally, as part of our ongoing Mitzvot at
home and abroad, we wrote Uniongrams to our

men and women in the Armed Services. To date,
we have sent off about 100gredings. We will have
more to send as one of our members will be sharing
thisadivity with her family onthe first night of
Chanukah.

Everyone looks forward to ou annual Chanukah
party, held at a member’s home. Many of the
women kring their favorite menorahs, which we
light all at onetime, andall joininto say the
prayers. We enjoy adelicious patluck dinner after
the menorah lighting. Everyone brings a wrapped
gift and after dinner we have agift exchange, afun
highlight of the evening.

Iris Shalit, President
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Stories from our Sisterhoods

Congregation Ahavath Chesed, Jacksonville, FL

The New Yea started with a bang, with the incredible
edible foodfor the Bre& the Fast and the dhildren
enjoying the Tashlich serviceat the park with our singing
and dancing Cantor and Rabhis.

The yea continued with awonderful paid-up membership
program on the history of Jadsornvill e. The moderator
from the Jadksonvil le Historical Society talked in
charader and wore mstumes for each of the women she
depicted. For eat character she changed costume by
removing alayer of clothing, changing hats, and adding
jewelry. The whole program had us gellbound (aswell as
trying to figure out how she could have had that many
clotheson!). It was interesting to hear about the women
who came before us, who campaigned for suffrage for
Floridawomen, began the shops we have cometo love,
and performed charitable works.

Sisterhoodis actively working on preparing for our
upcoming Spirituality retreat President’s day weekendin
St. Simons Island, Georgia. Co-chairs Laurie Simmons
and Marla Dahlenburg are planning to make thisa
weekend to remember. Some women from the Ormond
Bead Sisterhoodare planning to attend again, having
sent letters about the great time they had at last year's
retreat. The weekend always proves to be memorable and
we ae dl looking forward to it! We would love to invite
one and all for theretreat and if you are interested in the
details, please mntact Marla & mrd7040@bellsouth.net
so she can tell youmore aolt it.

Mindy Grinnan

Temple Shalom Sisterhood, Naples, FL

The sisterhood d Temple Shalom has had very busy fall.
Our major fund-raiser “ Sunset at Le Parc” included atour of
a penthouse suite overlooking the gulf, a concert from
members of the Naples Philharmonic, and a martini bar. We
raised $6,®0 that will be donated to the Abraham
Shusterman Religious Schoal. It was awonderful evening
and everyone who attended redly enjoyed the event.

This Bnuary we dedded to hold two eventsin hona of our
new members. One will be a“chocolate fondue” event on a
Sunday and the other abrunch held at a auntry clubthe
following Tuesday. This yea we ae putting forth amagjor
effort to read the members who are nat able to attend lunch
programs. We held aphonre event in November where we
contaded temple members who hed na joined sisterhood
and asked them why. We foundthat many potential
members needed evening/weekend events. The other
discovery was that some people were more than willi ng to
join; they just had nd been personally invited.

We ae planning ajoint venture with Hadasssh next month.
We will betaking abusover to the eat coast to visit the
Jewish Museum of Florida and take aguided tour of the Art
De Historicd District.

Asthe rest of our season urfolds, ou cdendar will i nclude a
sunset cruise, visit to the Naples Holocaust Museum, and a
women's Passover Seder.

| look forward to working with ou board and committees to
make this yea’ s programming interesting for all of our
membership.

Miriam Ross

@Who's a Nana! Mazel tov to Jo Stamler Thompson!

inches long. Mom Mandy and baby are doing great.

Good wishes may be sent to:
Jo & Roger Thompson

103 Altamont Terrace
Travelers Rest, SC 29690

414 Russet Hollow Road
Hoover, AL 35244

@Who's a mother-in-law!

GOOD & WELFARE

On Monday, October 30, 2006 at 9:08 am, Daniel Ira Soloman was born, a month early, weighing in at 6 Ibs 13 ozs. and 19 1/2

And also to the proud parents:
Amanda & Jonathan Solomon

Mazel tov to Betsy Garfield and husband Jeff on the marriage of their son Max to Heidi Padawer Garfield on November 11, 2006
in St. Louis, MO. Max and Heidi are both attorneys and currently live in New York City.
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Stories from our Sisterhoods
Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim, Charleston, SC

Our sisterhoodcontinuesto be a adive, visible suppat system
for our Congregation. In August, we joined with Brotherhood
to kick off the fall with a Barbeque & Boogie. This event
served as our annual paid-up membership function and was
very well attended. We again welcomed the Religious Schod
students with A Taste of Honey— The Sweenessof Jewish
Learningto let them know how important we beli eve that their
studies are.

In September, Faye Seigel presented an informative aedive
workshopentitled Journaling Your Traves. Jane Norrisled a
group d volunteesin packaging more than 30High Holy Day
gift boxes for our coll ege-aged congregants. Our kids enjoy
recaving South Carolinagrown dried apples and honey straws.

Wereceantly kicked off redpe alledionfor the fourth edition
of our cookbook, Shalom Y’ all — KKBE Cooks! Favorite
Redpes from North America’s 1st Reform Jewish
Congegation. This book will take ahistorica bent, feauring
vignettes of KKBE women who have made significant
contributions to the mngregation and the greaer community
during the eghteenth, nineteenth, and ealy twentieth centuries.

Our 56th SisterhoodBazaar was held onSunday, November
19,from 9:30 urtil 3. Thisyea, we dedicaed the Bazaa to the
past president under whose leadership it began. We ae excited
that this Bazaa was our most successul in history, netting
more than $13,00. We re-introduced the Dreidel Shopfor
children in grades K through 6 duingthe Bazaar, giving ou
youngcongregants an oppartunity to shopfor haliday presents
for family and friends. All merchandise was donated and the
proceeds were given dredly to the Religious Schod.

We aelooking forward to our Menorah Madnessprogram led
by District Treasurer, Sherry Schwimmer. This yea we will
bring a favorite menorah aongwith aphao of ourselvesasa
child. A gift will be given for the member who corredly
matches the most menorah/phaoto combinations. In the months
to come, we will hald Mah JonggMagic for group play and
leaning. In February we will hald ou first Matriarch’s
Luncheon (dona) and ou SisterhoodRetred. In March, we
will sporsor the Grea KKBE Kugel Cook-off.

We ontinued ou efforts to fill i n the gaps for the SynagogLe,
purchasing new folding tables for the boardroom, an Elli son
Die Cutting Madhine for the Religious Schod, and the first 100
copies of Mishkan Tefilah.

Marty Jadkson, President

Jewish Ladies Aid Society of Temple Israel, Columbus, GA

With 2007fast approacding, the Jewish Ladies Aid Society
isgeaing upfor itslargest Deli Day ever. Thanksto
marvelous pulicity, delicious goodes, and tremendows
cooperation from our membership, we made and sold over
2000corned bed sandwiches with all the trimmings, plus we
baked hundreds of cakes, pies, and cookies too numerous to
court. Our goal for 2007 is 2500 sandwiches. For this event,
every member participates, youngand dd, in ore way or
ancther.

In preparation for what has become a ‘Columbus
happening”, JLAS is completely remodeling the Temple
kitchen to kringit upto date and make it more user-friendly.

Asmany of you knowv, Columbusis the home of Fort
Benning, the largest infantry training center in the United
States. We, dong with The Jewish Federation, sporsor a
weekly service and Oneg plus hdliday cedebrations for al of
the Jewish trainees on the post. We ae now seeing 200
reauits attend these weekly services eat Sunday morning
(the time designated by the Army for all religious adivity!).
Astrainees are not all owed to make phore calls or leare the
post during their training, this time of fellowship isgrealy
appredated by the reauits and their families.

As a spin-off from this program, ou religious £hod sent
Thanksgiving and Chanukah padkages to Afghanistan and
Iragq to “our” soldiers now serving oversess.

Our membership is getting smaller as the Temple family
deaeasesin size but JLAS remains avital, adive partner in
our Temple family.

Jean Kent

New WRJ Website

The beautiful new WRJ website is a must-see. It not
only looks elegant but it puts all the resources of WRJ
in one easy to find location, and offers some very cool
new features.

Check out the new, artistic e-cards and the beautiful
redesigned Uniongram. Send them the 21st century
way: by email, and get your YES fund credit too:
http://womenofreformjudaism.org/e-cards

Look around the new site now and be sure to
bookmark it: http://womenofreformjudaism.org/




