Boca Biennial 2006

Our honaed guest at the Biennial was Rosanne Selfon,
WRJ President. Rosanne was warm, charming, and
deeply involved with dl the events of the weekend, and
her presencewas a great delight. Sre was kvelling about
us onthe President’ s listserv on Tuesday, Oct 31, 206
and her commnents are a perfect overview of the weekend:

Former District 13, nov WRJ Southeast District, gathered
with strength and enthusiasm last weekend in Boca Raton.
WRJ Board member Andrea Cannonably led the women
of B'nai Israel as hostesses. They didn't missa beat.
From flowersin the workshop rooms to a biennial
cookbodk and fundraising journal, these women did it all.
Wendy Adamsonwas install ed as President and WRJ
VicePresident Blair Marks was horored with the
President’s Award for her extraordinary sisterhoodand
district service They raised $6,000for the YES Fund,
complete with auctioning avisit from Senior Assistant
Regional Director Rabbi Linda Joseph (a WRJ overseas
rabbinic schoarship recipient). A phenomenal session
was held studying Chayei Sarah andlearning abou The
Torah: A Women's Comnentary. Workshops enlightened
and spedkers were spectacular. Author RebeccaKohn
spoke & well as State Senator Nan Rich. More than 140
delegates had a fabulous experience.

Rosanne M. Selfon, WRJ President

Rosanne sent a gracious thank youto the district:
Dea Members of WRJ Southeast District,

What afabulous biennia convention! Thank you so
much for allowing me to cach your sisterhood
enthusiasm this past weekend in BocaRaton.

Thank you also for the generous doretion in my name to
The Torah: A Women's Comrmrentary. Studying and
singing and sharing Chayei Sarah together Saturday
afternoonisatime I'll tressure forever.

For al your support andlove, | send the same bac to you
ead.

Warmly,
Rosanne
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Rosanre also sent a lessformal thark you:

Hi. The weekend was fabulous! | hope you enjoyed every
moment of it. | surely did. You al run aterrific biennial and
district. Here’smy typed list of Top Tenthat | read at the
closing.

Top Ten New Things | Have Leaned This Weekend:

10. NFTY encourages tolerance and self-knowledge. It’'s about
leaning to appredate life and what we take for granted likeice
cream and swimming pods. “Any type of teenager can find a
placein NFTY,” commented Jordan Kramer.

9. HaHa Hanukah or an intergenerational self-defense program
at anew karate studio or Teahouse of the August Moon for
membership or Salsain the Sukkah or hedthful yoga ... seethe
program bodklet for new and funideas for grea programming

8. Netzer O’'lami — cana 17 yea old in Australiapossbly be
able to write ayouth ideology to initiate aworldwide li beral
Jewish youth movement? Y es, she can and she did. Her name is
Rabbi Linda Joseph, and she’s a WRJ scholar.

7. Reproductive choiceis at risk. Senator Nan Rich told us why
voting next week iscritical.

6. Rabbi Linda Joseph shared: 1. Not one of us[oversess
rabhis] would have been here without the YES Fund; and 2
Without the YES Fund’'s support, there would never be rabbinic
leadership in many foreign communiti es.

5. Named and highlighted women in Torah are dwaysin crisis
mode. Rabbi Marci Bloch asked us to consider looking for the
extraordinary in the everyday and develop personal
relationships with God.

4. Read a Jewish bodk. Author RebeccaKohnis goodfor your
soul.

3. Take your volunteea experience and market it. Nan Rich did,
and she became astate senator in Florida.

2. Kudosto the leadership of Southeast District for attrading
and warmly involving so many new sisterhoodsin the
Southesst.

1. Torahis at our center — join the d@ernal vision of women at
the center in The Torah: A Women's Commentary.
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| neve tire of goingto our Southeast District medings. The
absolute best part about usis the getting together part ... we
enjoy sedng ore another and leaning from one ancother and
sharing with ead ather. We ceatainly enjoy bre&ing kread
(and certainly dessert) together. Together we seeold

friends, med new friends and get to know passng
aqjuaintances better. It was indeed awonderful Biennial.
Theladiesin Bocadid an incredible job d planning the locd
arrangements. Wendy Adamson was awonder with the
program planning and Barbara Shub dd an excdlent job o
presiding. All thiswas cgoped df by the warmth, humor,
and gaceof Rosanne Selfon, who was with us asthe WRJ
Representative.

All the better to want to come back and have the experience
again ... andagain ... andagain. Soladies... I'd have to say
... can't wait urtil 2008.Seeya Il i n Charleston, Southeast
District!!

My most favorite moment had nahing and everythingto do
with the Biennial. Finding ou that my daughter Amanda
had goneinto labor Sunday morning, while | was amongst
so many friends made the moment even sweder. She
delivered abeautiful and hedlthy little boy in Birmingham,
Alabama, onMonday, October 30. To al of youwho
extended such warm wishes, we thank you.

Jo Stamler Thompson
Temple of Israd, Greewille SC

The gals from Temple Kol Emeth had ablast meding and
sharing with everyone! At our WRJ Board meding tonight,
eveyone who attended talked a once, beaming from ear to
ear — all wantingto get out their story andshare the
enthusiasm of the weekend with the rest! We laughed, we
cried, we sang,we swayed. We ate, we hugged, we learned,
we prayed. We an't wait until 2008 Loveto all,

Cheryl Raskind-Hood
Temple Kol Emeth, Marietta GA

What can | say abou the anazng Biennial, having nd been
to orein many yeas! There was much to lean, much to talk
abou, and it was very though provoking. One of the
subjeds, Breast Cancer awareness will be further explored
at one of our programs later this yea. The fashion show was
enjoyable, aswell astheinduction d our new President,
Wendy Adamson, and our Jacksorvill e Board members.

Mindy Grinnan
Congregation Ahavath Chesed, Jadksonvill e FL
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Thiswas such agrea time. A BIG THANKSTO
ANDREA CANNON! Andrea ad her committee
did agred job.| had awonderful time, meding
new women and getting rea@uainted with some
old friends. | only wish everyonein ou district
could come to abiennia. Thisis such awonderful
experience

Joni Hankin
Co-President, Temple B'Nai Sholom Sisterhood
Huntsvill e, AL

Ladies, | have just unpacked, | am exhausted, and
happy to be home. But the power of the weekendis
just starting to redly kick in. As | began to tell my
husband abou the new friends | made andtheideas |
came home with to take to my sisterhood,and about
al the eventsthat took dace all the enotions just
flooded bad. It was © wonderful.

| was fortunate to have five of my sisterhoodsisters
with meto sharein the experience Two of them are
WRJ past presidents, ore of them just becane an
areadiredor and orewas a “newbie” so we all
experienced thisbiennial with dfferent eyes. Of one
thing | am sure: we are dl closer because we have
shared this together.

The “BocaBabes’ from B’Nai Israel did the most
phenomenal job d keeping us fed from morning til
late & night — they kept that hospitality suite full of
everything one could want — AMAZING — thank
you. Youwill be ahard act to foll ow.

| made many new friends and will keg in touch with
them urtil | seethem at the next event. Thank you all
for making this experience so spedal!!!

Merrill Lipowsky
SisterhoodPresident,
Temple Israel of Greaer Miami FL



