
Our honored guest at the Biennial was Rosanne Selfon, 
WRJ President. Rosanne was warm, charming, and 
deeply involved with all the events of the weekend, and 
her presence was a great delight. She was kvelling about 
us on the President’s listserv on  Tuesday, Oct 31, 2006 
and her comments are a perfect overview of the weekend: 
 
Former District 13, now WRJ Southeast District, gathered 
with strength and enthusiasm last weekend in Boca Raton. 
WRJ Board member Andrea Cannon ably led the women 
of B’nai Israel as hostesses.  They didn't miss a beat. 
From flowers in the workshop rooms to a biennial 
cookbook and fundraising journal, these women did it all . 
Wendy Adamson was installed as President and WRJ 
Vice President Blair Marks was honored with the 
President’s Award for her extraordinary sisterhood and 
district service. They raised $6,000 for the YES Fund, 
complete with auctioning a visit from Senior Assistant 
Regional Director Rabbi Linda Joseph (a WRJ overseas 
rabbinic scholarship recipient). A phenomenal session 
was held studying Chayei Sarah and learning about The 
Torah: A Women’s Commentary. Workshops enlightened 
and speakers were spectacular. Author Rebecca Kohn 
spoke as well as State Senator Nan Rich. More than 140 
delegates had a fabulous experience. 
 
Rosanne M. Selfon, WRJ President 
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Rosanne sent a gracious thank you to the district: 
 
Dear Members of WRJ Southeast District, 
 
What a fabulous biennial convention!  Thank you so 
much for allowing me to catch your sisterhood 
enthusiasm this past weekend in Boca Raton. 
 
Thank you also for the generous donation in my name to 
The Torah:  A Women’s Commentary. Studying and 
singing and sharing Chayei Sarah together Saturday 
afternoon is a time I'll treasure forever.  
 
For all your support and love, I send the same back to you 
each. 
 
Warmly, 
Rosanne 



Rosanne also sent a less formal thank you: 
 
Hi. The weekend was fabulous! I hope you enjoyed every 
moment of it. I surely did. You all run a terrific biennial and 
district. Here’s my typed list of Top Ten that I read at the 
closing.   
 
Top Ten New Things I Have Learned This Weekend: 
 
10. NFTY encourages tolerance and self-knowledge.  It’s about 
learning to appreciate li fe and what we take for granted like ice 
cream and swimming pools. “Any type of teenager can find a 
place in NFTY,” commented Jordan Kramer. 
 
9. Ha Ha Hanukah or an intergenerational self-defense program 
at a new karate studio or Teahouse of the August Moon for 
membership or Salsa in the Sukkah or healthful yoga … see the 
program booklet for new and fun ideas for great programming 
 
8. Netzer O’ lami — can a 17 year old in Australia possibly be 
able to write a youth ideology to initiate a worldwide liberal 
Jewish youth movement? Yes, she can and she did. Her name is  
Rabbi Linda Joseph, and she’s a WRJ scholar. 
 
7. Reproductive choice is at risk. Senator Nan Rich told us why 
voting next week is critical. 
 
6. Rabbi Linda Joseph shared:  1. Not one of us [overseas 
rabbis] would have been here without the YES Fund; and 2.  
Without the YES Fund’s support, there would never be rabbinic 
leadership in many foreign communities. 
 
5. Named and highlighted women in Torah are always in crisis 
mode. Rabbi Marci Bloch asked us to consider looking for the 
extraordinary in the everyday and develop personal 
relationships with God. 
 
4. Read a Jewish book. Author Rebecca Kohn is good for your 
soul. 
 
3. Take your volunteer experience and market it. Nan Rich did, 
and she became a state senator in Florida. 
 
2. Kudos to the leadership of Southeast District for attracting 
and warmly involving so many new sisterhoods in the 
Southeast. 
 
1. Torah is at our center — join the eternal vision of women at 
the center in The Torah:  A Women's Commentary. 
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I never tire of going to our Southeast District meetings.  The 
absolute best part about us is the getting together part … we 
enjoy seeing one another and learning from one another and 
sharing with each other. We certainly enjoy breaking bread 
(and certainly dessert) together. Together we see old  
friends, meet new friends and get to know passing 
acquaintances better. It was indeed a wonderful Biennial. 
The ladies in Boca did an incredible job of planning the local 
arrangements. Wendy Adamson was a wonder with the 
program planning and Barbara Shub did an excellent job of 
presiding. All this was capped off by the warmth, humor, 
and grace of Rosanne Selfon, who was with us as the WRJ 
Representative.  
 
All the better to want to come back and have the experience 
again … and again … and again.  So ladies ... I'd have to say 
… can't wait until 2008. See ya’ ll i n Charleston, Southeast 
District!!  
 
My most favorite moment had nothing and everything to do 
with the Biennial.  Finding out that my daughter Amanda 
had gone into labor Sunday morning, while I was amongst 
so many friends made the moment even sweeter. She 
delivered a beautiful and healthy little boy in Birmingham, 
Alabama, on Monday, October 30. To all of you who 
extended such warm wishes, we thank you.  
 
Jo Stamler Thompson 
Temple of Israel, Greenvill e SC 

The gals from Temple Kol Emeth had a blast meeting and 
sharing with everyone! At our WRJ Board meeting tonight, 
everyone who attended talked at once, beaming from ear to 
ear — all wanting to get out their story and share the 
enthusiasm of the weekend with the rest! We laughed, we 
cried, we sang, we swayed. We ate, we hugged, we learned, 
we prayed. We can't wait until 2008! Love to all , 
 
Cheryl Raskind-Hood 
Temple Kol Emeth, Marietta GA  

What can I say about the amazing Biennial, having not been 
to one in many years! There was much to learn, much to talk 
about, and it was very thought provoking. One of the 
subjects, Breast Cancer awareness, will be further explored 
at one of our programs later this year. The fashion show was 
enjoyable, as well as the induction of our new President, 
Wendy Adamson, and our Jacksonvill e Board members. 
 
Mindy Grinnan  
Congregation Ahavath Chesed, Jacksonvill e FL 
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This was such a great time. A BIG THANKS TO 
ANDRÉA CANNON! Andrea and her committee 
did a great job. I had a wonderful time, meeting 
new women and getting reacquainted with some 
old friends. I only wish everyone in our district 
could come to a biennial. This is such a wonderful 
experience. 
  
Joni Hankin  
Co-President, Temple B'Nai Sholom Sisterhood 
Huntsvill e, AL 

Ladies, I have just unpacked, I am exhausted, and 
happy to be home. But the power of the weekend is 
just starting to really kick in. As I began to tell my 
husband about the new friends I made and the ideas I 
came home with to take to my sisterhood, and about 
all the events that took place, all the emotions just 
flooded back. It was so wonderful.  
 
I was fortunate to have five of my sisterhood sisters 
with me to share in the experience. Two of them are 
WRJ past presidents, one of them just became an 
area director and one was a “newbie” so we all 
experienced this biennial with different eyes. Of one 
thing I am sure: we are all closer because we have 
shared this together. 
 
The “Boca Babes” from B’Nai Israel did the most 
phenomenal job of keeping us fed from morning ’ til 
late at night — they kept that hospitali ty suite full of 
everything one could want — AMAZING — thank 
you. You will be a hard act to follow. 
 
I made many new friends and will keep in touch with 
them until I see them at the next event. Thank you all 
for making this experience so special!!!  
 
Merrill Lipowsky 
Sisterhood President,  
Temple Israel of Greater Miami FL 


